
1



2

A message from our Rector
November is a month where remembrance is

important.
Early in the month we have Remembrance

Sunday, when we remember the armistice at the end
of the First World War and all those who have suf-
fered and died as a result of warfare and violence.  It
is a time of solemnly looking back at the past and
seeing the hurt and harm that comes from warfare.
Our remembrance guides us, and all those others who
also remember at this time, as we strive together to
make wars to cease in all the world.

At the end of the month we have a different kind of remembrance.
We remember the promise of Jesus Christ, that he will come again and
take us to be where he is; that he will be with us to the end of the age.
This remembrance comes as our celebration of Advent.  And tied in to
this hopeful looking forward to the fulfilment of a promise remembered
is the remembrance of the promise of God, that he would send the
Messiah , the Promised One: a promise fulfilled all those years ago in the
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.

Remembrance is not just about looking back into the past and
seeking to learn from things  that have happened, both the good and the
bad.  Remembrance is also looking forward with hope and expectance to
what has been promised for the future.  This is what the season of Advent
is about,, the future hope we have because of the promises that God has
made and already fulfilled.  For many the focus, during Advent, is on the
Christmas story and a remembrance of the coming of Christ as a baby in
Bethlehem.  That is indeed part of our ‘remembrance’ at Advent, but our
real focus should be on our preparedness for that time when Jesus will
come again.  We use the fulfilled promise of Christmas to guide and
strengthen our hope for the future.

The future is where we, as Christians, should be looking.  What
we have learned from the past, God’s promises to us and our salvation
through the resurrection of Jesus, point us to our future hope of heaven,
our redemption.

So let us look forward with hope, giving glory to God for all he
has done for us.  Every blessing to you all,
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Ministry to Children
Our ministry to our younger children has changed over

the years.  Much of this has to do with numbers, not just of
children but also of the adults who are willing and able to
help and of parents who are willing to support this ministry.
 Over the years we have noticed that there are more
and more regular activities organised and happening on
Sunday mornings.  This impacts on us greatly.
 We have found that Messy Church has worked well
over the last six years.  Those who have facilitated Messy
Church feel that this will continue to work and are willing to
provide this once per month, on the second Sunday of the
month (apart from in November as the second Sunday is
always Remembrance Sunday).
 Along side this we will be starting a “Story Teller Sun-
day” on the fourth Sunday of the month.  This is where we
will encourage our younger children to come to church with
their families and have a service where we focus on telling
some of the Bible stories that we, adults, know so well.  This
will be a short service starting at 10:30 a.m. with appropriate
hymns, a “story” from the Bible and brief talk, prayers and a
hymn.  While aimed at children and younger families this
service is open to all who wish to attend.

After this service the children will be able to leave. At
11:00 a.m. we will start a shortened service of Morning Prayer
(shortened in that there will be no sermon and only two
hymns).  People may arrive at 10:55 a.m. for the start of this
service or they may arrive and take part in the Story Teller
Service before.
 Many of you may remember that in years gone by Holy
Communion sometimes followed either the services of
Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer.  At those times people
would come for Morning or Evening Prayer and leave after
that part of the service was over and others would stay for the
Holy Communion.  This is similar to what we are planning
with the Story Teller Service but people will have the option
just to come for Morning Prayer if they so choose.
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November Services & Readings
Worship and services - service at 10:30 from St Patrick’s on the
Parish Facebook page. You can listen to the service on your telephone, as
a recording, by ringing 028 93270012 after 2:00 p.m. on the Sunday.

All readers are to read the first reading from the “Sunday Readings”
lists - please read from the Lectern.
Sunday 7th November - 3rd Sunday before Advent
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion Two
12 noon    Holy Communion  Two
Sunday Readings - Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44
Readers for first Lesson - Corrine Logan / Ann Thompson
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Titus, Phelemon; Psalms 1 - 7; Luke 17:1 - 18:8

Sunday 14th November - 2nd Sunday Before Advent
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:00 a.m. Shortened Morning Prayer and Act of Remembrance
Followed at 10:45 a.m. by a Community Act of Remembrance at the
Cenotaph, Whitehead
12 noon  Morning Prayer and Act of Remembrance
Sunday Readings - Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 4; Matthew 5:1-12
Readersfor first Lesson - Bill Pollock / Bill Rafferty
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Revelation 1-3; Psalms 8-14; Luke 18 :9 - 20:40

Sunday 21st November - Sunday Before Advent - Stir-up Sunday
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer Two
10:30 a.m. Messy Church in the Parochial Hall - booking required for
this services via Messy Church Contact WhatsApp Group - text your
name 07719619286 to request to join this group
12 noon    Morning Prayer Two
Sunday Readings - 2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12; John 18:33-37
Readers for first Lesson - Heather Cupples / Hazel Robinson
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 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Daniel 1-7; Psalms 15-21; Luke  21:1 - 36

Sunday 28th November - Advent Sunday
This is the beginning of the Church’s Liturgical year.
All Sunday readings are from Year C of the Lectionary in the Book
of Common Prayer 2004
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Story Teller Service
11:00 a.m.   Shortened Morning Prayer Two
12 noon    Morning Prayer Two
Sunday Readings - Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-9; Luke 21:25-36
Reader for first Lesson -  Jeni McAughey / Joy Kerr
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Isaiah 25-30; Psalms 22-28; Matthew 8:1 - 10:8

Sunday 5th December - Advent 2
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion Two
12 noon    Holy Communion  Two
Sunday Readings - Philippians 3:1-11; Luke 3:1-6
Readers for first Lesson - Judith de Fleury / Jim  Reid
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Isaiah 35-48; Psalms 29-35; Matthew 11 - 12

CHRISTMAS
This year we will have a Nativity play that is recorded -

but much better than last year’s.  We are thankful to the
Diocese and ‘Play it by Ear’ for their help in this.
 We will also have a pre-Christmas family event, very
kindly sponsored, which will help us tell the Christmas story
through drama, crafts and activities.  Again we are using
facilities set up by the Diocese, Play it by Ear and Church
Army.  The date is yet to be fixed but may be a mid-week
evening.

Many thanks to the whole Messy Church Team who are
putting in a huge effort to bring all this together in difficult and
trying circumstances.
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REMEMBRANCE
"For the Fallen": The Story Of The War Poem

That Helps Us Remember
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
They're words we're all familiar with. Recited at every Remembrance
Sunday, we resolve never to forget the servicemen and women who
have sacrificed their lives for us in conflict.
And yet, few know the origin of those sombre lines. They sound so
prayer-like that you'd be forgiven for thinking that they were intended
for an act of worship. In fact, they are taken from a poem by an au-
thor Laurence Binyon, otherwise little known.
Laurence Binyon (1869 –1943) composed his seven stanza poem
"For the Fallen" in early September 1914, just months after the ad-
vent of what would become one of the bloodiest conflicts in history.
He was a Quaker and a pacifist who worked during the First World
War as a medical orderly with the Red Cross on the Western Front.
First published in the Times, alongside reports from the front line,
tales of heroism and death, "For the Fallen" anticipates the needs of
a country shocked into silence.
"For the Fallen" was written after
the Battle of Mons - a campaign
in which Britain sustained heavy
losses.
One can plausibly suppose, then,
that it was this which gave rise to
the poem's deeply sombre and
reflective tone. Both sombre and
hopeful, the poem highlights the
need for the world to remember
those who gave their lives for the
country and continue to give to
this day.
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For the Fallen
With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,

England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,

Fallen in the cause of the free.

Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;

They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.

But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,

To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;

As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.

By Laurence Binyon (Poet)
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Missing Generations by George McNeill

Looking around our congregation it’s noticeable that many people are
‘baby boomers’ - people born between 1946 and 1964.

Those born between the early 1980s and early 2000s are in short supply.
They are the ‘millennials’, reared on Tony Blair’s promise that things can
only get better. For the Churches,  generally speaking, things haven’t got
better.

Churches have not attracted the Millennials or indeed the Generation
which went before - Generation X (1965 - 1980) and the Generation
coming after - known as Z (1997 - 2012).

These generations seem to have moved away from the structure and
organisation of religion. However, at the same time they are wide open to
expressions of spirituality. This may take the form of meditation, being
reminded by their Apple watches to spend time being mindful, or just
contemplating in silence. Yoga and other such activities give scope for
reflection and meaning.

Creativity and self expression are all around us, sparked off by these
Generations.

Maybe church needs to adapt. The Anglican church I attended in London
was on a floating barge in the regenerated dock lands. It was aptly named
St Peter’s.  The barge was filled with Millennials and Generation Z,
meaning the very few baby boomers were in the minority.  An unusual
ratio. The congregation grew. First, provision for children was needed,
then - the boat itself outgrown -   another church was established across
the river, and I moved to that. The services were hardly liturgically-based
but worship was alive and meaningful to new Generations.

Covid required us to make some changes in our established patterns.  As
we move out of  the COVID restrictions maybe it’s time for us to consider
fresh expressions of worship here in our churches? We have tried Sunday
evening musical sessions in the hall, and  Messy Church is well estab-
lished. Are there other ways we could adapt? Any ideas? Could you ask
a Millennial?
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Dear Reader
Have you noticed that there are many
more dogs around than there used to
be? Lockdown has been one reason, as
their owners seek companionship and
comfort.

Well dogs aren’t exactly my best friends
(better than cats I have to say), but I am
impressed by what they can do.

Some do such wonderful things that they are entered for The
Kennel Club Dog Hero Award.

In 2020 a therapy dog called Leo was given the award for helping
thousands of children at Southampton Children’s Hospital for
over seven years.

Dogs work on farms, in the army, police force, RAF, search and
rescue, guiding, and helping people with hearing difficulties or
autism. I could go on.

You should say thank you to God for your four legged friends. I’m
not good for much except keeping a watchful eye and writing my
column!

What do you think of us having a pets  service, to celebrate the
blessing of animals in our lives?

A good idea for next October? Let the Editor or Rector know if you
are in favour but Churchwarden  Jo please don’t bring your cat!

Stay well

Church Mouse xx
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Wordsearch for November 2021
Poppies

It was 100 years ago this month, on 11th Nov 1921, that Remembrance
poppies were sold for the first time in British and Commonwealth coun-
tries to commemorate military personnel who died in war.

Amid the mud, blood and carnage of
trench warfare in World War 1, tens of
thousands of bright red poppies had
grown, marking the graves of the fall-
en.  This led John McCrae, a Canadian
army physician who had lost a col-
league, to write “In Flanders Fields”,

In Flanders fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.

This image inspired the adoption of a
red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers
who had died in conflict. In the UK
they are sold by the Royal British Legion to raise funds for current and
former members of the British Armed Forces. Around 30 million pop-
pies are sold each year.

Can you find these words in the Wordsearch on the next page?
Remembrance           Military           Trench       Warfare            Red
Poppies                       Carnage          Graves       Flanders           Mud
Countries                     Fields             Blood         Fallen             Sold
Commemorate         Personnel        Bright       Thousands        Symbol
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 Whitehead Home and Hardware
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Brand New Church Website Goes Live

www.whitehead-islandmagee-parish.co.uk

I

http://www.whitehead-islandmagee-parish.co.uk
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"IS MUFFIN ALL RIGHT?"
 A tale from schooldays

In my time at Newry Grammar School, now
Newry High School, sixth form pupils who
were also members of the School Dramatic
Society, were encouraged to help out when
visiting acting companies came to town,
usually to the Town Hall. One such compa-
ny was Anew McMaster's Shakespearean
Company, though Anew McMaster himself
was best known for his portrayal of Fagin in
Charles Dicken's Oliver Twist.

Tasks for pupils included distributing adver-
tising posters to shops, business premises,
clubs and churches. Back stage it was the movement of scenery.
A fortunate few were chosen to go on stage for crowd scenes. In
a production of Julius Caesar a few friends and I were dressed as
Roman soldiers and handed a spear. "Don't move, don't speak and
look serious," said the Director. This was fine until a certain
matinee performance when a large lady (in modern parlance
"weight challenged") sat in the middle of the front row of the
audience. She proceeded to laugh uproariously throughout the
entire play, no more so than when the Conspirators stabbed poor
old JC to death, with the final blow being delivered by his "friend"
Brutus. (Act 111 Scene 1). "She's just in from the country!" whis-
pered the Roman soldier on my left, by way of explanation. The
professional actors, never having experienced such a reaction
before, were in stitches! The Director, in the wings, sat with his
head in his hands! A case of the entertainers being entertained.

My role as a stagehand on the visit of The Hogarth Puppets did not
end on a humourous note. Ann Hogarth was the creative genius
behind Muffin the Mule and friends, writing the scripts and pulling
the strings. Her husband, Jan Bussell was an actor and television
producer. The husband-and-wife team had taken the puppets on
several world tours.
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In addition to Muffin, the show included propagandist puppets
from Germany and Javanese shadow puppets. In addition to the
aforementioned tasks I was asked, at the end of the event, to carry
Muffin down the fire escape to the van in which the show travelled..

The night was dark, no artificial light, the rain torrential, the metal
stairway extremely slippy. I slipped and fell the last four of five
steps. The noise alerted Jan Bussell, who, standing at the top of
the stairs shouted, "Is Muffin all right?" Lying on my back in a deep
puddle, with Muffin clutched to my chest, I managed to shout "Yes!
Muffin is fine!" I decided that a career in the theatre was definitely
not an option!

By Bill Pollock
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Thought for the day by Richard Rohr
A reflection on the well-known story of the Good Samaritan (Luke
10:30–35), a parable Jesus used to teach us what common-sense com-
passion looks like in our everyday lives. This, is probably the most well-
known of all Jesus’ parables, probably because the lesson of compas-
sion is so obvious.

First, we have a scholar of the law. This smart man stood up to test Je-
sus,
asking, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus just asks,
“Well, what’s written in the law?” And the answer the man gives is per-
fect. He puts together the two great commandments, exactly as Jesus
himself would do: “Love God and love your neighbour.”
Jesus says to him, “Do this and you will live.”

Then there’s a giveaway line: “Because he wished to justify himself, he
then asked, ‘Who is my neighbour?’” (Luke 10:25–29).
Jesus tells him this beautiful story that we call the story of the Good
Samaritan.
I’m sure many of us have been told that the Samaritans were the out-
right enemies of the Jews, so here Jesus is picking a bad guy in their
eyes to be, in fact, the good guy.

In the story, a man who was coming down from Jerusalem fell victim to
robbers and was left half-dead. A priest and a Temple assistant were
going down the same road but passed him on the other side.
Priests and Levites had to maintain ritual purity. In Judaism at that time
touching a dead body made a person ritually impure. That’s perhaps the
reason these two walked by the man. They’re not necessarily bad peo-
ple; they’re just trying to maintain ritual purity so they could enter the
Temple.

This is part of the point of the story: love is more important than ritual
purity.  These men want to be pure and to do their priestly works, so
they pass up a chance to love an ordinary human being.
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The Samaritan who came upon the man was moved with compassion. I might
say
to the man, “I’ll pray for you,” but the Samaritan really goes out of his way!
He
bandages his wounds and takes him to an inn. He gives the innkeeper money,
and even offers to repay any more that the innkeeper spends in the injured
man’s care. He goes to the utmost degree to show compassion.

Jesus simply asks the scholar who was trying to justify himself: “Which
of these three was neighbour to the wounded man?” (Luke 10:36).

What Jesus is doing in this beautiful story is defining what love of
neighbour is: it is the concrete practice of love and caring. We already
know this law of compassion, because it is written in our hearts. Our
common sense knows what we are supposed to do, and we still don’t do
it. We contradict our own good common sense when we seek ritual pu-
rity or any kind of moral superiority instead of loving who and what is
right in front of us.

 Adapted from Richard Rohr, “The Good Samaritan,” homily, July 14,
2013.
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A recipe using seasonal ingredients

Shared by Christine McNeill.

Put all these ingredients into a large saucepan.

1 tablespoon honey (or less). Measure this out first and leave spoon in the
saucepan, till all the honey has dripped off the spoon.

Peel of one orange, coarsely grated, or chopped.

2 oranges, separated into segments. Remove the fruit from the segment
casing, chop each into 2 or 3 pieces.

Juice of one lemon.

8 oz. dates, chopped.

2 tablespoons ginger root, sliced.

3 tablesp. vinegar (cider or white wine).

5 fl. oz water.

1 teasp. ground cinnamon.

1 pinch cayenne pepper.

1 pinch salt.

Simmer, uncovered, for about 10 mins.   It will thicken on standing.

Makes about 2 jars of chutney.

Keep in fridge.
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The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren
It has all been excitement and activity here this last week,
with a period drama being filmed using our church. It was
remarkable how many people felt the need to drop in to
church to collect magazines, check the reading rota or
arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film
stars en route. If only they were filming every week, then our brasses would
be permanently gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax and the notice
board kept in a state of perpetual tidiness.

Our Ladies Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene. I
saw little point in the wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out
with Victorian dresses, as the result was little different from normal. The
only awkward moment came after filming, when Mrs Simms was told she
could now remove her bustle. She told the girl she already had.

The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round church
before they arrived, removing all those modern conveniences that would
not have been there in the nineteenth century. I hadn’t the heart to tell him
that nothing was any different from normal.

Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his
castle for filming, even though the producer explained with exemplary
patience that they needed a nineteenth century setting, not one which
looked as if the cast had just returned from the Crusades. His revenge,
getting the farm staff to spread slurry in all the surrounding fields through-
out filming, has apparently meant that film stars now have a clause in their
contracts protecting them from rural life. The issue of whether the out-
break of salmonella poisoning in the cast had anything to do with the
catering caravan being liberally coated is to be settled in the courts.

When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew and
actors to the vicarage for sherry. When the producer left, I was delighted to
be told he had just discovered the perfect home for filming his next project
– which is about Elizabethan poverty.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Find Unique & Special Gifts Here in Whitehead

Lesley Lowry offers a wide range of artisan handcrafted goods and gift ideas to help
make buying a  gift for any occasion  so much easier…..check out the website at
www.artisanstyle.co.uk or call Lesley on 07368 945569

Vicki Foster welcomes you to her Contemporary Gallery & Gift Shop to find that
special and unique gift. New and established NI artists work featured. Contact
Vicki on 07590 437677 or go to her business Facebook page for for more de-
tails:  2020 Art Whitehead

Liz Rayner offers a vintage experience with slightly quirky gift items plus
antiques and art too. Check out her range in shop or ask her to source an item
not on the shelf.
To find out what Liz has for sale visit her shop or business Facebook page:
Things Bright and Beautiful or call her on 07722 202247
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Why poppies are worn
on Remembrance Sunday?
The association between commemorating war dead and poppies arises from the famous
opening lines of Canadian army officer John McCrae's poem ‘In Flanders Field’, which
begins: “In Flanders fields the poppies blow; Between the crosses, row on row”.

McCrae wrote the poem during the
Second Battle of Ypres, the day
after he helped to bury a close
friend. He had noticed the way pop-
pies bloomed around the graves
and included the observation in his
poem, which was written from the
viewpoint of the dead soldiers.

McCrae was promoted to Acting
Colonel and moved to a position
behind the lines but died of meningi-
tis in a military hospital on 28 Janu-
ary 1918. His poetry, however, lived
on. Published in December 1915,
‘In Flanders Field’ quickly became
known as one of the defining poems of the First World War.

American humanitarian worker Moina Michael was one of the millions touched by the
imagery of poppies growing on the battlefield. To raise money for her work helping
disabled servicemen, she came up with the idea of selling silk poppies to be worn as a
tribute to the fallen. By 1921, her efforts had led to the poppy being adopted as the official
emblem of remembrance by both the American Legion and Royal British Legion, with
poppy sellers an established fixture in both nations.

While they are often thought of as British, poppies are in fact widely worn on and around
11 November in Canada, Australia and other Commonwealth nations. Despite America's
early role in popularising the symbol, they are a comparatively rare sight in the modern
USA.

Proceeds from the sale of the red poppies are used to offer financial, social and
emotional support to those who have served or who are currently serving in the British
Armed Forces and their dependants.

The white poppy  , worn either in place of or in addition to the red remembrance
poppy for Remembrance Day or Anzac Day, is an emblem used as a symbol of peace.
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The white poppy is worn as a pacifist statement to commemorate the dead, but object to
war.  Worn on Armistice Day, now Remembrance Sunday, the White Poppy was
intended as a lasting symbol for peace and an end to all wars. It was introduced in 1933
by the Women’s Co-operative Guild and produced by the Co-operative Wholesale
Society. Whilst its introduction met some opposition, the white poppy still continues to be
worn by those opposed to war!

Today white poppies are produced by the Peace Pledge Union - the UK's oldest secular
and pacifist group with some 100,000 sold each year.

Sales of the white version are small however in comparison to the number of red poppies
distributed every year - more than 40 million in 2018, according to the Royal British Legion.

Other poppies worn in remembrance
You may also see purple poppies. These are less common and created to remember the
animals who have died in war. The Purple Poppy Campaign was first founded by Animal
Aid, the UK’s oldest and largest animal rights group, in order to remember the millions of
animals killed during the First World War and to honour the animals in service today.
Approximately eight million horses, donkeys, and pigeons were killed in the First World
War.
In 2015, Animal Aid founder Andy Smith swapped the poppies for a purple paw badge.
“Our aim is to make it clear that animals used in warfare are indeed victims, not heroes,”
Smith explains

Black poppies remember the African, Black and Caribbean communities who contributed
to various war efforts.

Khadi poppies - Introduced in the 2018 Centenary year of the end of WW1 by Jitesh
Gadhia and The Royal British Legion, the khadi poppy is intended to represent
specific gratitude for the contribution of 1.5 million people from undivided India,
as well as Commonwealth nations more generally, during the First World War.

Two closing thoughts
"It is not enough to say we must not wage war. It is necessary to love peace and
sacrifice for it." Martin Luther King Jr.

Romans 12:18 NIV
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
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Tom Foolery’s poem “The Great Realisation”
A Poem to make us all think again about what we want

for our world going forward
“Tell me the one about the virus again, then I’ll go to bed”.
“But, my boy, you’re growing weary, sleepy thoughts about your head”.
“That one’s my favourite. Please, I promise, just once more”.
“Okay, snuggle down, my boy, but I know you all too well.
This story starts before then in a world I once would dwell”.
“It was a world of waste and wonder, of poverty and plenty,
Back before we understood why hindsight’s 2020
You see, the people came up with companies to trade across all lands
But they swelled and got much bigger than we ever could have planned
We always had our wants, but now, it got so quick
You could have anything you dreamed of, in a day and with a click
We noticed families had stopped talking, that’s not to say they never spoke
But the meaning must have melted and the work life balance broke
And the children’s eyes grew squarer and every toddler had a phone
They filtered out the imperfections, but amidst the noise, they felt alone.
And every day the skies grew thicker, ‘till you couldn’t see the stars,
So, we flew in planes to find them, while down below we filled our cars.
We drove around all day in circles, we’d forgotten how to run
We swapped the grass for tarmac, shrunk the parks ‘till there were none
We filled the sea with plastic because our waste was never capped
Until, each day when you went fishing, you’d pull them out already wrapped
And while we drank and smoked and gambled, our leaders taught us why
It’s best to not upset the lobbies, more convenient to die
But then in 2020, a new virus came our way,
The governments reacted and told us all to hide away
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But while we were all hidden, amidst the fear and all the while,
The people dusted off their instincts, they remembered how to smile
They started clapping to say thank you and calling up their mums
And while the car keys gathered dust, they would look forward to their runs
And with the skies less full of voyagers, the earth began to breathe
And the beaches bore new wildlife that scuttled off into the seas
Some people started dancing, some were singing, some were baking
We’d grown so used to bad news, but some good news was in the making
And so when we found the cure and were allowed to go outside
We all preferred the world we found to the one we’d left behind
Old habits became extinct and they made way for the new
And every simple act of kindness was now given its due”
“But why did it take us so long to bring the people back together?”
“Well, sometimes you’ve got to get sick, my boy, before you start feeling better
Now, lie down and dream of tomorrow and all the things that we can do
And who knows, if you dream hard enough, maybe some of them will come
true
We now call it The Great Realisation and yes, since then, there have been
many
But that’s the story of how it started and why hindsight’s 2020”

Can be viewed on Youtube being shared beautifully by
Tom Roberts the author.    https://youtu.be/Nw5KQMXDiM4
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Have you seen the film ‘Saving Private Ryan’? The first 20 minutes of
the film is a powerful account of war, portraying the first landing
crafts arriving at the Normandy beaches on D Day. The film success-
fully brings to life the events of that day, as a vivid act of remem-
brance.

From a biblical perspective, the word remembrance means making
present a past reality, so that we can benefit from it today. On Re-
membrance Sunday we think about those who have given their lives
in wars over the years, as well as those who continue to grieve over
their lost loved ones. We want to make their sacrifice in past con-
flicts real for us today, so that we can engage with the horror of war
and those enduring suffering today.

It involves dealing with the why question in the face of relentless
tragedies and injustices: why does God allow such suffering to take
place? One of the great themes of the Scriptures is that God identi-
fies with the suffering. But the Christian faith goes beyond this! It
affirms that in Jesus, God’s Son, divinity became involved in suffer-
ing and death on the cross. It is at Calvary that we see how God Him-
self knows what it is to lose a loved one in an unprovoked attack. ‘I
could never myself believe in God if it were not for the Cross. In the re-
al world of pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to
it?’ (John Stott).

Although we don’t fully understand the reason why God allows evil
and suffering to continue, we do know what the reason isn’t! It can’t
be that He doesn’t love us! God so loved us and hates suffering that
He was willing to come down and get involved in our hurting world.
This can be a source of real strength on such an occasion.

However, how can we ensure that those who have given their lives
are truly honoured, not forgetting those who are risking their lives
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in conflicts today? An appropriate response is to actively work and
pray for justice in our world, especially where there is inequality
and conflict. In a divided world we are also called to renew our ef-
forts to work for peace. We need to be serious about being peace-
makers, especially where it involves those close to us. As Jesus said,
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God’
(Matt 5:9).

The Revd John Tyler
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      7/11/21       W & S Thompson
      14 /11/21    Brian Joyce
      21/11/21     Brian Moore
      28/11/21     Trevor & Janet Peoples
______________________________________________________

A Prayer for Young People
God of all, we pray for our young people today.
We thank you for their vigour and energy,
Their particular way of engaging with the world,
Their potential, and futures.
We pray Lord for the one in five young people who are not employed,
Not in education or receiving training.
On this day, we cry out on their behalf.
We say sorry for when we have failed to support and look after young
people.
We pray for the projects and opportunities that are focused on giving young
people the chance to fulfil their potential.
May you bless them, sustain them and continue to inspire solutions that will
give young people a future filled with hope.
Hear our prayer O Lord.      Amen.
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Overseas News - A New Anglican Province!
The new Anglican Province of Alexandria was launched by the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Justin Welby, on October 8th, 2021, at All Saints’ Cathedral in Cairo. Many
leaders in the Anglican Communion from countries around the world attended.

The recently established Province includes ten African countries: Egypt, Libya, Tu-
nisia, Algeria, Mauritania, Chad, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia. Egypt
currently heads the Province. One of the reasons that a new Province was created is
because of the growth in the churches in that part of the world, where living as a
Christian is far from easy. How exciting this is, when we are inclined to think nega-
tively, that the church is in decline.

Egypt has become the main seat of this Province of the Anglican Church, due to its
established role in serving refugees and others in need, as well as its initiatives in
Islamic-Christian dialogue.

To find out more about the exciting, developing ministry in this new Province go to
the website of the Friends of the Anglican Province of Alexandria where you will
find lots of information about their 150+ congregations and 30+ institutions includ-
ing hospitals, clinics, seminaries, schools for the deaf and disabled and much more.

https://www.fapa-egypt.org or talk to George and Christine McNeill who are
supporters.



36

When someone you love has died..
Some words to encourage and comfort
 Tony Horsfall lost his wife last year to cancer. He is a former mission-
ary in East Malaysia and former retreat leader based in West York-
shire.  This is part one of a two-part series.

Since my wife passed away in July 2020, I have often been asked,
“What are you learning from your grief journey?” Here are a few
standout lessons:

1. That grief takes longer than you think to work itself through, and
it can’t be rushed. It is a journey you must take slowly.

2. That when you lose your spouse, you lose not only the person you
loved, but the person who loved you. This second loss leaves a hole
in your heart, making you very vulnerable to new relationships.

3. That you will need to re-discover your identity as God’s deeply
loved child in this season of your life, as if you had never known it
before.

4. That God can be trusted to help you rebuild your life, but trust may
not come easily. It is better to focus on God’s trustworthiness than on
your ability to trust, which may be shaky.

5. That your experience of grief and your response to loss is unique
and personal, so don’t compare your journey to that of others.

6. That good friends can make the journey so much easier. Be pre-
pared to ask for help.

7. That you will be ambushed by grief. Some things will take you by
surprise, especially the little things.
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8. That the loss of a spouse will leave you feeling very lonely, even
when you are surrounded by family and friends. This is not a weak-
ness, just a sign of what you have lost.

9. That loneliness is not a mental illness, just a natural response to
being bereaved, and it will get better.

10. That moving forward is not a sign that you didn’t care, but that
there is still a life to be lived and not wasted.

Concludes in next month’s magazine.

Farewell to our dear friend
Norma Lynas

1/12/1931-28/09/2021

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of
Norma who was a valued and much loved member

of our community. RIP.
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November Fellowship Activities

 We will meet  in the Parochial Hall at St Patrick’s to follow the
story of the early church from Acts of the Apostles
All are welcome to join us on the following dates:

MONDAY  8th & 22nd November at 7.30pm

Book Club in the Parochial Hall
Wednesday 24th November at 7.30pm

Contemplative Prayer Group
Tuesday 16th November at 7.30pm in the Boucher Room

New people always welcome at any of the meetings listed
above

2021 Christmas Church Appeal in aid of Women’s Aid
Running away from your home with your children in just the clothes you are
wearing in order to avoid further domestic abuse is for most of us unimagina-
ble and even more desperate when it happens at Christmastime, the season of
peace and goodwill.

Sadly there are too many women and children that have been traumatised by
physical and mental abuse in the home, but thankfully a local organisation-
Women’s Aid is there to offer emergency accommodation and safety.  But
they need our help and so we are appealing for donations of NEW items that
would make suitable Christmas gifts either for women, young people, children
or babies.. We request you don’t wrap up gifts to make distribution easier.

Here are ideas of the type of things most needed:  Women’s clothing,
Toiletries for children & Women, Clothing for teenagers & children, toys &
games, makeup & cosmetics , soft toys, gift vouchers ,chocolates & sweets

Gifts can be dropped off at St Patrick’s or St John’s Church any Sunday during
November . Final day for collection Sunday 28th November. Contact Inez
Moore if you cannot drop off your gifts at Church  Tel  9337 8927

Thank you.

http://
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Dear Reader
I hope you have enjoyed our rich and varied contributions in
this month’s magazine and a big thanks to all who have sent
in items for inclusion. I  also want to encourage new contrib-
utors to send in articles or recipes or indeed anything that
you think  interesting because this is your church magazine.

Annual Church Magazine Donation time.
Each November we ask you to please be generous by using
the enclosed gift envelope to help support the cost of pro-
ducing this monthly church magazine for the coming year.
 I hope you have got something out of reading the magazine
during 2021 and agree that it is worth maintaining. Whether
you donate £20, £10 or whatever you can afford, every
pound you donate will make a difference. Please give your
gift envelope either to  your Magazine Delivery Volunteer or
directly to the Church Treasurer Sandra Thompson, or The
Rector. (See tel no’s on the back page if you would like
someone to call for your envelope)
Don’t forget you can also view this magazine now on our
new church website. Simply visit:
www.whitehead-islandmagee-parish.co.uk and click on
News/ Church Magazine.
Finally please DON’T  FORGET to support our annual Christ-
mas Appeal taking place this month in aid of Women’s Aid
(See p. 38)

God bless and stay well
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH

72 Riverforde T: 028 9337 3300    E: mark205@btinternet.com
Mobile: 07719619286

George McNeill   Diocesan Lay Reader
Facebook: St Patrick's & St Johns Whitehead & Islandmagee
Twitter:  @Whitehead_CoI
Email:  churchofirelandwhitehead@gmail.com
Website: www.whitehead-islandmagee-parish.co.uk
Pastoral Care Team  - Tel No:  077 0776 8058

CHURCHWARDENS
 St. Patrick’s   St. John’s

Rector’s:  Jo Pawson                          Pauline Riddle
People’s:  Jeni McAughey         William Rafferty

GLEBEWARDENS
  St. Patrick’s- Trevor Peoples       St. John’s -  Jim Reid

 SELECT VESTRY (includes Churchwardens & Glebewardens)
 Inez Moore   -          Hon Secretary     7 Donegall Drive   9337 8927
Sandra Thompson -   Hon Treasurer      07912478331

     Ann Mulholland;      Bill Pollock;                 Alison Higginson;
     Valerie  Kincaid;                  Maureen Reid;  George McNeill;
     Priscilla Carlisle;       Mabel Allen;                 Bertnel Thompson;
     Andy Niblock                       Austin Jenkins -Graveyard Manager St John’s

Sunday School Leaders
              St Patrick’s:   Frances Taylor                        St John’s:  Sara Henderson

Youth Fellowship Leader
                                    Stephen Martin - stepheneddu@gmail.com

Safeguarding Trust  Evelyn Powers 9337 2535    Valerie Kincaid 9335 3748

Flowers: St Patrick’s:Judith de Fleury  07855736510
                  St .John’s:  Ann Thompson 9338 2295

 FWO  & Gift Aid Sec: Sandra Thompson 07912478331

        Distributors: C of I Gazette: David Robinson 9338248
                               Church Matters Magazine : Valerie Kincaid 9335 3748

Editorial communications to: Jo Pawson
joanna_pawson@yahoo.co.uk  or Tel: 077 9024 1263


