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A message from our Rector
 Change is all around us.  It is an important
part of the Christian message.  All through the Bible
we see  change.  There was  change when Adam and
Eve ate the apple from the tree, and then had to leave
the Garden of Eden.  There was change at the tower
of Babel, change after the flood, when Noah built the
ark.  Change when Joseph went in to slavery in
Egypt, interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams and was made
ruler of the land and saved his family from starvation. Change when
David, the youngest son was anointed King.  Change when he killed
Goliath, the man no one could beat.  The list of changes that happen goes
on and on.
 The biggest change of all was on that first Easter Day, when Jesus
rose from the dead.  The natural order of things was punishment for sin;
this was changed to the promise of eternal life for all who repent and turn
to Christ.  This change is for us, today, as mush as it was for the disciples
of Jesus who stood at the foot of the cross.  If we believe in Jesus Christ
we too will be saved.  It is not by obedience to The Law and The Prophets.
It is by belief in Jesus as the Son of the living God.
 This change is fundamental to our faith as Christians, for it is not
just a change in how faith was practised; it leads directly to a change in
how we live our lives.  St Paul reminds us that in Christ we become a new
creation, 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  This is a radical
change to the notion of living in strict obedience to The Law and The
Prophets, as required by the Scribes, the Pharisees and the Saducees.
 The understanding of the need for strict obedience to The Law
and The Prophets shaped and formed both the people and the religion
(including its structures).  What Jesus did was not to do away with The
Law and The Prophets but to change our understanding of how they were
to affect our lives, our worship and our faith.  We live by the rules set out
in The Law and The Prophets not as the means of achieving salvation but
as living by the will of the one, God, who offers us salvation as a free gift.
 The changes in understanding about salvation and God that Jesus
taught were the basis of our continuing faith.  Some times there are those
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Христос воскрес!

Воістину Воскресе! (
з Великоднем (Z Velykodnem).

who would seek to bind us to the rules and regulations of the Old
Testament, the old covenant.  But we are children of the New Testament,
the new covenant that was established through the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ at that first Easter.
 The new creation that we become in Christ is a constant thing.  It
is not that we make a change once, because we are constantly changing.
The things we liked when we were children are not necessarily the things
we like now - apart from ice cream, of course!  We change as we grow
and as we get used to things.  The excitement of a new phone, new car,
new handbag, or whatever is new and exciting, all fade away with time
and familiarity.  It is at times the same with out faith.  The familiarity of
our faith, the constancy of the presence of Jesus, can loose its original
excitement.

This does not mean that we have lost our faith, or that it is not as
important to us.  My excitement, when I got a new phone a couple of
years ago, has faded.  But that phone is now an integral part of my daily
life, I use it in many ways every day, and I would be lost without it.  I
suppose if I studied it more, found out more of the things that it can do,
some of the excitement would come back.
 It is the same for our faith in Jesus.  The initial excitement may
have faded but the more we live with Jesus, and depend on him, the more
he becomes part of our life.  The more lost we will be without him.
Actively looking at the ways that Jesus helps us each day, actively
looking at the ways our faith supports us, learning more about Jesus and
about our personal faith can bring back some of the excitement to us.
 This is what Easter and especially Holy Week are about.  It is the
season when we make time to consider our faith and all that Jesus has
done for us, and continues to do for us.
 In recent years the numbers attending our Holy Week services
have declined.  Please make a special effort this year to come, share and
learn together in Holy Week.
 Every blessing, Mark.
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April Services & Readings
Worship and services - service at 10:30 from St Patrick’s will be
broadcast on the Parish Facebook page. You can listen to the service on
your telephone, as a recording, by ringing 028 93270012 after 2:00 p.m.
on the Sunday.

Readers -  please read the first reading from the “Sunday Readings” lists

Sunday 3rd April - 5th Sunday in Lent - Passion Sunday
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion Two
12 noon    Holy Communion  Two
Sunday Readings - Philippians 3:4b-14, John 12:1-8
Readers for first Lesson - Jeni McAughey / Ann Thompson
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Exodus 4:1- 11:8;  Psalms 119 - 122; 1 Corinthians
14: & 2 Corinthians 2:14 - 4:18

Sunday 10th April - 6th Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer
10:30 a.m. Messy Church in the Parochial Hall - Palm Sunday Activities
- booking required for this services via texting the details of numbers
(adults and children) who will be attending to 07719619286
12 noon   Morning Prayer
Sunday Readings - Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Luke 19:28-40
Readers for first Lesson - Heather Cupples / Joy Kerr
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: See Holy Week Readings below:

HOLY WEEK SERVICES - in St Patrick’s
Monday  7:30 p.m.   “Irish Vigils”

Reading - John 12:1-11 - Jesus anointed at Bethany
Tuesday  7:30 p.m.  Late Evening Office

Reading - John 12:20-36 - Jesus predicts his death
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.  Compline
 Reading - John 13:21-32 -  Jesus predicts his betrayal
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Maundy Thursday  7:30 p.m.   Holy Communion
 Reading - John 13:1-7, 31b-35 Jesus washing the disciples feet

 and Peter’s denial
Good Friday  12:00 - 3:00 p.m.  The Three Hours
 Reading - John 18:1 - 19:37 - The Arrest, trial and death of Jesus

7:30 p.m.   Brief Meditation
 Reading - John 19:38-42 - The burial of Jesus
Sunday 17th April - Easter Day - 1st Sunday of Easter
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion Two
12 noon    Holy Communion Two
Sunday Readings - Acts 10:34-43; Luke 24:1-12
Readers for first Lesson - Jack McKinney / Ann Thompson
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Exodus 12:14 - 14:22; Psalms 123 - 130; 1 Corin-
thians 15: & 2 Corinthians 4:16- 5:10

Sunday 24th April - 2nd Sunday of Easter
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Story Teller Service
10:50 a.m.   Morning Prayer Two(no Sermon)
12 noon   Morning Prayer
Sunday Readings - Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 150; John 20:19-31
Readers for first Lesson -  Alison Higginson / Jim Reid
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Exodus 14:23 - 17:16; Psalms 131-138; 1:Peter 1:1
- 1 Peter 4:19

Sunday 1st May - 3rd Sunday of Easter
8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion Two
12 noon    Holy Communion Two
Sunday Readings - Acts 9:1-6; John 21:1-9
Reader for first Lesson -  Jane Robinson / Maureen Reid
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Exodus 19, 20, 24, 25, 28; Psalms 139 - 146;
Colossians 1:1 - 3:17
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Hi everyone

Yippee! I’ve got an American pen pal. Who would have
thought St Patrick's Church in Washington DC would have
a church mouse too? Because of my pen PAL, called
PALisades, I have discovered PALindromes.

It all began when I was twiddling my whiskers, wondering
what to write to you on 22.02.2022.  I realised the date
would end up the same whether I read it backwards or
forwards. You see, due to the time difference between Northern Ireland and USA,
I've also been twiddling with my alarm clock - backwards and forwards - so as not
to miss any American news. As a result, I'm composing sentences that can be
read both ways, backwards and forwards. Here's one for you to read, but not
actually put into action: We panic in a pew.

We know about mice, don't we? But have you ever wondered, Do geese see
God?Also have you ever wondered about the very first human conversation in the
Garden of Eden ? Could it have been Madam, in Eden, I'm Adam ?!

Don’t you think  it’s exciting that we've got the chance to make new friends? You
could even say (if you were a church mouse who likes palindromes), Are we not
drawn onward, we few, drawn onward to new era?  But that sounds more like
Shakespeare than the church mouse!!

Anyway, whether you read backwards or forwards, I'm longing for you to catch
me up and get to know our twinned church. Keep sponsoring. Keep walking.  But
just remember, Step on no pets.
 Love Church Mouse. Xx
(See page  32 for Palisades Letter )
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A Big thanks to everyone who supported
our Sponsored Walk to Washington DC.
Great news we managed to collectively walk the distance
to get all the way to St Patrick’s Episcopal Church in
Washington DC, a total of 3,779 miles in time for St
Patrick’s Day. In fact we have walked in excess of 4,000
miles!
Many thanks for all the Money received from those of you
who collected sponsorship for the miles you walked or
donations. Please keep forwarding funds raised to help our
church as it cares for people in the local community.

Not only have we all got fitter with doing more walking, we
have also raised vital funds for our church. But even better
still we have formed a lasting and special friendship with the
members of St Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Washington DC who
are now walking virtually from Washington to Whitehead as a
mark of friendship and connection with us.. We look forward to
celebrating their virtual arrival here in the next six to eight weeks.

A new daytime group began last month and was set up to
appeal especially to anyone interested in meeting to share
Christian fellowship in an informal and relaxed way during the

day instead of evening time.
Our next meeting is Thursday 7th April 2022 at 11am in the

Boucher Room, at St Patrick’s Parochial Hall, Edward Road, Whitehead. (Dura-
tion 1 hr.)
At the fellowship there will be time to chat and catch up on what’s happening in
the world from a faith perspective, with the aim of sharing and learning from each
other. We will also share a Bible reading, some prayer and refreshments too.
No previous church attendance required or special knowledge of the Bible or
Church.
The Fellowship will only continue to meet if interest is shown in it. If you
are interested please just confirm with Jo, by calling or messaging her on
07790 241263 before the 7th April.  Many thanks..
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The Crowd in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday

It must have been a dramatic sight on Palm Sunday when Jesus
approached Jerusalem to the adulation of the crowds. The Bible tells us
that ‘A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that
went ahead of Him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son
of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in
the highest heaven!’’ ‘(Matthew 21:8,9).

But not everyone in Jerusalem welcomed Jesus; in the very next
verse we read, ‘the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”’
(10). But by the end of the week, the crowds had turned against Jesus and
were demanding His crucifixion. (Matthew 27:22).

Why did they turn against Jesus so quickly? Perhaps they were
disappointed because He refused to fulfil their expectations in establish-
ing a new political kingdom. Instead, He came to change our hearts and
save us from our sins by His death and resurrection. As He said during
that week, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.’ (John 18:36). This deeply
disappointed those who hoped that He would throw out the hated Roman
occupiers.

Where would we have been on that first Palm Sunday? Among the
disciples who welcomed Him or among the sceptical crowds? It’s easy to
judge those who condemned Jesus, but would we have acted differently?
We too can be disappointed when Jesus fails to meet our hopes and
expectations of Him?

The message of Easter is that God still loves and accepts us, and
because of Jesus we can be forgiven. He came for one simple reason:
‘For Christ also suffered once for sins…to bring you to God.’ (1 Peter
3:18). May we welcome Jesus afresh into our lives this Eastertime.
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Norma’s tried and tested
Pavlova Recipe

Many thanks to ‘Valerie Kincaid for sharing one
of her treasured mum’s baking recipes.

My mum made hundreds of Pavlovas over the
years and had many bakes that were absolutely

super - we all loved the apple tarts, profiteroles
with toffee sauce and her caramel shortbread. She

did not stress about them turning out perfectly and
said she hid her disasters under cream, custard or gravy - though that
is not recommended over apple tart!
She was old-school - decorating her pavlova with tinned fruit - and
sometimes if they turned out flat, she sandwiched two together with
crushed pineapple and cream. I wonder if she is still making them in
heaven!
Fan oven 140°c Conventional 160°c   Gas Mark 2

Ingredients
175g   6oz. Castor sugar
3 egg whites
1tsp,cornflour
1tsp white vinegar
Cream & fruit to decorate

Method
1.  Turn on the oven then line a baking tray with parchment
     or foil.
2.  Whisk the egg whites in a large grease-free bowl until stiff
     and forming peaks, then start whisking in the sugar 1 tblsp at
     a time, making sure it is well beaten in before adding more.
3.  Continue mixing until the mix is stiff and very glossy, then
    whisk in the cornflour and vinegar.
4.  Spoon the meringue onto the baking tray and spread to approx 6 inch
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round.             .
5.  Place in centre of oven and bake for approx 1hr 15mins.
6.  When completely cool, peel off paper and cover with whipped
     cream and fruit, or chocolate flakes, mini eggs, Maltesers, nuts
     caramel sauce, crumbled biscuits - whatever you fancy!
7.  If this turns out well just double your ingredients next time
     and make a bigger one! You could also make little mini ones.

A Riddle with an American Theme A man sits in a cabin in Michigan.
Three hours later, he leaves a cabin in Texas. How is this possible?

Answer on p. 17
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With Jesus in Paradise
Thoughts on the Crucifixion accompanied

 with a painting by The Rev William Mather
This is not a nice picture. In fact, it is pretty horrible. But then that 2004
film, ‘The Passion of the Christ’ was pretty horrible. It was controversial
for its goriness and violence. Yet the director Mel Gibson deeply wanted
it to be true to life, without any sugar-coating.
I would very much like to think that this painting might have a similar
effect.
At first glance, it is gory in the extreme. Two men nailed to crosses with
blood pouring down their arms, bodies and legs. A horrible sight. Terrible
pain. Barbarism from 2,000 years ago.
But wait a minute. Look at all the people. Why are they there? What are
they thinking? Am I there as well? And the background of high-rise flats
and buildings – that’s today. Also, what are the bright shafts of light
flashing down from the top right side? Is there something else going on?
If so, what?
Let’s remind ourselves of the story. It’s from the Bible and about the
murdering of Jesus, nailed to a cross alongside two criminals. Only one
of them is shown here but Jesus was not a criminal. He was innocent. He
was indicted under fake charges that he was trying to foment insurrection
and become King. The authorities decided crucifixion was the best way
to stamp out His revolution.
The crazy thing was that He was saying things like we are all sinners and
all deserve to die for our sins. Even more, He said that He would die for
our sins – instead of us - so that like the Old Testament sacrifices of
animals, we could be washed clean by his blood. Crazy or not, people
believed Him and began to follow Him in huge numbers.
But a lot did not believe, particularly those in power. Killing Him was
their solution.
Now He is on the cross – nails in His hands and feet; blood everywhere.
But amazing miracle, one of the criminals does believe. He says to the
other criminal that the two of them are “being punished justly, for we are
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getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
Then he calls out: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.”
Jesus replies: “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise,”
(Luke 23:42).
And that’s what this painting is about – the moment of heart realisation,
belief and faith.
It is the moment that has given hope to millions of people. It is the
moment that Jesus brings life and new life to anybody, however bad or
hopeless they feel.
It is the moment of being washed clean by His blood on the cross, and
moving into His wonderful kingdom of freedom and forgiveness.
It’s for all of us, wherever we are in that crowd. It’s for all of us wherever
we live, whether high rise flats or the countryside. It’s only then that the
true light of Jesus begins to shine into our lives.
From there we can walk freely, faithfully and forgiven into the future –
with Jesus in the world and then, in Paradise.
The Rev William Mather is a retired C of E Vicar, and also an artist of
some repute.  Here he offers a reflection on Easter, accompanied with
one of his paintings.
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This statement was made in various sermons by Lutheran Pastor Martin
Niemöller and has become a powerful expression of how easily geno-
cide and a Holocaust can sneak out of the mist.

Martin Freidrich Gustav Emil NIEMÖLLER was
born in 1892 in Lippstadt, Germany.  Serving
in the navy he eventually became a U-boat
Commander in WW1 before studying Theolo-
gy and being ordained in 1929. He was im-
pressed by the political ideals of Hitler and his
party and was an enthusiastic supporter de-
spite their hatred of Jewish people and other
members of society.

One aspect of the rise of the Nazi Party in
Germany was their interference in Church
affairs. Some Protestant Churches in various
federal states came together as the German
Evangelical Church and they adopted an Ayran anti-Semitic ideology. As
this was supported by the government any opposition was considered
unpatriotic.

Eventually Niemöller became disillusioned by this attempt to
change the text of the Bible and remove the Jewish narrative.
The Pastor's Emergency League was formed to challenge Hitler's
government and as it's leader he was arrested several times before
finally being detained by the Gestapo in 1937. He was held in various
concentration camps, including Dachau until liberated by the Allies in
1945.
After the war Niemöller was head of a group of churches who apologised
for not doing enough to oppose the Nazi regime.
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He accepted personal responsibility and urged the German people to
do so - speaking about the murder of 6 million Jewish people and many
other groups was unpopular in 1940's Germany.

Pastor Neimöller was a man who was as flawed as the rest of us - a
mixture of good and bad. As I write this in the comfort of our home in
Whitehead, the BBC are reporting on the brutal war in Ukraine and the
bombing close to the Babyn Yar Holocaust Memorial in Kyiv. This is ap-
proximately 1600 miles from us and as a Parish we are interested in
distance as we walk to Washington DC – somehow Kyiv does not feel
so far away. I would ask you to read the poem again and pray.
                                                                                             By Valerie Kincaid

Riddle Answer- An airline cabin
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How Ukrainian’s welcome the coming
of Easter!

As the world watches with increasing dismay and horror at the war in
Ukraine, we wonder whether Ukrainians remaining in their homeland will be
able to prepare for Easter with their  meaningful and beautiful traditional cus-
toms detailed below!

Easter Greetings & Traditions
The custom for Christians in the Ukraine on Easter Sunday is to greet an-
other person with the words "Khrystos Voskres!" (Христос воскрес! )
meaning "Christ is Risen!" and the response would be "Voistyno
Voskres!" (Воістину Воскресе!) meaning "Truly, He is Risen," "Indeed,
He is Risen," or "He is Risen Indeed".

Ukrainian Easter Egg Painting (Pysanky) Design your own egg -see pages
20&21
Pysanky were traditionally made during the last week of Lent by the women of
the family, only the most perfectly shaped and smooth would be selected. Ide-
ally the first laid eggs of young hens were chosen, and a rooster had been
present as non-fertile eggs would bring infertility to the home.

The symbols and colours used on the pysanka egg have been reinterpreted
over time, in pre-Christian times used to ward off evil spirits, banish winter,
guarantee a good harvest and bring a person good luck and when Christianity
became the state religion of Ukraine in 988 the symbols were reinterpreted in a
Christian light.

Blessing of pussy willow branches and the Easter Willow Basket (Sviache-
nia)
The last Sunday before Easter (Palm Sunday) is known as Willow Sunday
(Verbna nedilia) as native pussy-willow branches are blessed in the church as
an alternative to actual palm fronds which of course can only grow in warmer
climates.

On Good Friday or Passion Friday Ukrainians visit church for the evening
service and the special Ukrainian Easter bread, paska, that goes in the basket is
also traditionally baked on this day. While making the paska pure thoughts had
to be maintained
The blessing of the basket containing the Paska bread, decorated hens’ eggs,
cheese, butter, pussy willow branches, sausage, salt & pepper takes place on
the Saturday, a day before Easter Sunday or very early on Easter Sunday.
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Arguably one of Ukraine’s most famous Easter traditions is their intri-
cately decorated Easter eggs known as ‘pysanka’. The word pysanka
comes from the verb pysaty, “to write”.

Creating pysanka is an extremely complicated endeavour and they are
usually created during the last week of Lent. The smoothest and best
shaped eggs are used to make pysanka. Pysanka are given to friends and
loved ones to represent the gift of life and are usually decorated to match
the personality of the receiver.

One of the most popular; and oldest, pysanky legends tells of a young
woman who was on her way home from the market in town. She had
with her a jug of fresh water for her journey and a basket of eggs. On her
way she met a stranger sitting on a rock. Thinking he must be a tired
traveller, she offered him a drink of her water. When he handed the wa-
ter back to her, she was surprised to see that he had wounds on his
hands. The stranger said nothing but got up and went in the opposite
direction of the young woman. When she arrived home, she uncovered
her basket and discovered her eggs had been turned into beautiful py-
sanky. The stranger, of course, had been Jesus Christ, and that was the
first Easter morning.
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Design your own Ukrainian Pysanky Easter Egg
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The Ukrainian Needed Prayer.
The Russian Volunteered.

How two Christian friends,
Angela Tkachenko & Alexey
S, divided by borders but unit-
ed by their passion for sharing
the message of Christ’s love
for all, brought a prayer meet-
ing to tears as war raged in
Ukraine!

The following dialogue is a
retelling of an emergency on-
line global prayer meeting
held recently by Lausanne Eu-
rope

Angela Tkachenko: My
mother entered my room in
the middle of the night to tell
me “The war has started!”

I live in Sumy, a Ukrainian
city of about 250,000 people that sits near the Russian border. One
week ago, my husband insisted that I take our kids and my mother and
evacuate. While we made it to the United States, he stayed behind.

I immediately began panicking on Thursday. What was happening in
Sumy? Where was my husband? Was he safe? When I finally got hold
of him, he told me he had woken up to the sounds of bombs. He was
now snarled up in traffic as he tried to drive out of the city.
I scrolled through pictures on my phone of long petrol station lines and
people sleeping in metro stations, and read the government announce-
ment banning men between the ages of 18 and 60 from leaving the
country. Will I see my husband again? When? My 93-year-old grandma
is alone… my team… my friends… our house….
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I struggled to make it through the day. In the afternoon I joined an in-
ternational prayer call organized by the Lausanne Movement in light of
the invasion. When the host asked how I was doing, I cried. I was an-
gry. I felt betrayed, broken, and stepped on by Russia. I told everyone I
was scared for my husband and for my friends in Kyiv praying at that
moment about whether they should evacuate.

Then the host asked if someone could pray for me. My friend Alexey
volunteered. My Russian friend, Alexey!

Alexey S: I woke up Thursday morning startled to learn that my coun-
try had invaded Ukraine. I was in Moscow for a Christian ministry trip,
more than 2,000 miles away from my family in Novosibirsk, Siberia. It
was a cold morning and I watched the news in silence as I struggled to
eat breakfast. Shame that my country was starting a war against anoth-
er—a country I’d visited no less than four or five times—began to
come over me. I felt afraid for the future of the world and I grieved for
my Ukrainian brothers and sisters who would live or die in the after-
math of this decision.

I was born and raised in the Soviet Union in Siberia. After the USSR
collapsed, I became a Christian at the age of 23 after hearing the gospel
preached at my mother’s rehab centre. For me, finding faith in Christ
was more than accepting that I was God’s child—it was realizing that I
had brothers and sisters around the world. One of those was my Ukrain-
ian friend Angela.

I met Angela seven years ago, at the Lausanne Conference in Jakarta. I
was struck by her boldness when sharing the gospel. One of her initia-
tives involved mobilizing teams to enter nightclubs in various Ukraini-
an cities to initiate conversations with people who would never enter a
church! Since then we became good friends and have supported each
other in our ministries. In 2018, Angela brought a team to Moscow dur-
ing the World Cup to share the gospel in the streets. These memories
kept coming back as I watched the news.

Later that day, I joined Lausanne’s prayer call and felt grateful to see
Angela was also there. It was heart-breaking to hear what she and other
Ukrainians on the call were going through. It felt awful that my country
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was causing her so much personal distress. When the facilitator asked
who would volunteer to pray for her, I said yes and began talking to
God as I wept.

Angela: I’ve always loved my Russian friends, even though when I
was growing up there were no “Russians” or “Ukrainians.” We all were
one nation called the Soviet Union. As a kid, numerous times I hopped
on a train at 5 p.m. in Sumy, arriving at 11 a.m. the next morning in
Moscow where my aunts and cousins still live. Over time, things
changed. In 2014, after Russia annexed Crimea, I soon realized Rus-
sians saw the situation entirely differently than me. Few understood
where I was coming from. At times, I was mocked.

In 2018, I visited Moscow for a street evangelism trip during the World
Cup. For three weeks, we stood in Red Square, sharing the gospel and
praying with Russians and those visiting from around the world. Ten
months later, 150 teams from Russia had registered for my ministry’s
global evangelism day. Many later told us they had previously not
dared to preach publicly but they felt inspired after seeing us. I was
touched by the bravery and courage of our brothers and sisters in Rus-
sia.

Last fall, Alexey asked me over the phone about my dreams for reach-
ing the next generation for the Lord. I told him I was looking for part-
ners to help lead five mission intensives in Russia. Alexey offered to
support my efforts and then shared his heart with me. He wanted to
unite mission leaders from our countries to pray and fellowship togeth-
er around a cup of tea. I remember thinking to myself: “This is the type
of leader I’d follow, and I know young people would too.”

Now as I heard Alexey’s heartfelt prayer for me, my family, and my
country Ukraine, I could not contain my tears. His pain was real. His
words reminded me that I was part of a family not based on nationality,
skin colour, or status, only Jesus.

Out of all the people that God could have used to comfort me that
day, he used a Russian brother to give me a glimpse of his heart.
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Alexey: After I finished praying, the host asked me to share how I was
feeling. I told them I felt terrible. I was utterly ashamed of my country’s
actions.

I will never forget the look in my Ukrainian friends’ eyes. Instead of con-
demnation, I saw compassion. Angela wanted to pray for me. She asked
God to show himself to Christians in Russia who felt powerless and afraid.
She prayed for revival in Russia and Ukraine, a longing we had shared in
our hearts for years.

On the day that Russia invaded Ukraine, God used a Ukrainian sister to
give me a further glimpse of his grace.

Angela: The enemy wants to divide us these days, sowing hatred and sep-
aration between the church in Ukraine and Russia. Indeed, it hurts when I
watch some Christian leaders in Russia not taking an open stand for
Ukraine. Maybe some think that if they speak up they or their children
might be in danger? I know the fear and danger are real, and I try not to
judge, as I am not God. It is still painful though.

But I believe that the most important thing for us Christians is to remem-
ber that we are one bride, one body of Christ. His blood is in our veins,
and we are all united by his Spirit.

Russia is currently bombing my country and killing its people. But, amid
this pain, the body of Christ needs to stand together, cry together, and pray
together. My good friend Alexey exemplified this.

Alexey: Brothers and sisters in Russia, Ukraine, or any other country, we
all have one Heavenly Father, and we are all members of the same family.
This is not a war within our peoples. I don’t care about your political
views or your theology of power. When one of my loved ones is in pain, I
want to be there for you.

To my Ukrainian friends in particular, thank you for being ready to cry
and pray with me and for accepting my feelings of fear and regret, despite
the fact that I am Russian. This gives me confidence that Satan will be de-
feated once again, and the church of God will continue to demonstrate the
love of Jesus.

Angela Tkachenko is director of ‘Steiger Ukraine’.

Alexey S. lives in Russia.
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‘Man of Sorrows.’

A Reflection for Easter by George McNeill
Who would have thought a panel of wood, some paint and a
gilded frame would be worth approximately £24 million pounds or
$45,419,700 USD? That is what the painting, ‘Man of Sorrows’ by
Botticelli, achieved
when it was sold at
Sotheby’s auction
house in January this
year.

If that painting alone
was worth so much,
then consider the worth
of its subject, Jesus
Christ?

He gazes out at us, re-
minding us of his suffer-
ing in the final days of
his life on this earth. No
one can put a price on
the suffering he bore for
us on that cruel cross.

No one can put a price
on the salvation which
we can enjoy as a result
of his agonising death
on the cross, all be-
cause of his love for us.

All that is expected of us, is to come in repentance and faith, and
place our lives into the hands of Jesus. We will then be able to
say, like King David, I will  rejoice and be glad in your steadfast
love. (Psalm 37. Verse 7)
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What do you see in the painting -
‘Man of Sorrows’?

Botticelli renders the dual nature of Christ’s humanity and divinity by
bringing remarkable psychological depth to the image. Christ is shown
half-length, displaying three wounds: those in his hands from when he is
nailed to the cross and the wound in his right side inflicted with a lance by
one of the soldiers after his death.

Angels bearing the instruments of the Passion, encompass his head. Sym-
bolizing Christ’s sufferings and death, the objects painted by Botticelli in
meticulous detail are, on the left: the ladder that features in the Raising
of the Cross and the Descent; the scourge used to flagellate Christ; and the
lance with which he was stabbed; and on the right: the column to which
Christ was bound and flogged; the pincers used to draw out the nails; and
the sponge soaked in vinegar and fixed to a cane that is offered to Christ
before his death.

Crowning the design at the top is the cross, which is prominently posi-
tioned above Christ’s head as a symbol of his sacrifice but also as the em-
blem of the Christian religion. A trio of angels connected by the lines of
ribbon-like cloth is arranged around the cross: the central figure kneels in
reverence before it, holding it respectfully with draped cloth; the one to
the left holds up the three nails used to fasten Christ’s hands and feet to
the cross; and the angel on the right lifts one end of the cloth that loops
across all three – the veil, used by St. Veronica to wipe the sweat from
Christ’s brow as he bears his cross to Calvary.
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Here I am again, Palisades, the St. Patrick's Church Mouse in
Washington DC.. Recently at Church we celebrated Episcopal
Schools Sunday and especially Peter A. Barrett, our Head of
School for 28 years. He's retiring at the end of this school year.
That's a change.

As I write to you it's March in Washington DC. and a time of
changing weather. Just this week, the temperatures were warm
enough for people to be in short sleeves. Then it was snowing,
windy and very cold. Then sunny again! That's more change. We
also changed to Daylight Savings Time (DST). I sometimes have to
say it out loud to myself: "Spring Forward, Fall Back" to remember
what the people are doing with clocks. They seem glad that it's
light longer in the day but groggy at first.

Next Sunday we welcome our St. Patrick's friends from Whitehe-
ad, Northern Ireland to celebrate with us. They kindly are having
their service late to accommodate our time difference. I'm going
to be staying out of sight. I imagine your mouse will as well.
The last Sunday in March, we are saying 'farewell' to our Rector,
Kurt Gerhard, his wife Jennifer and daughter Esther. They are
moving away to a new church in Bronxville, NY. Kurt has been with
us for the past twelve years. (That's a lot older than I am!) That's
a lot of change!

I hear people saying that with change comes new opportunities.
Looks like the people of St. Patrick's here will have lots of those.
Just like the church seasons and weather changes.
There were lots of crumbs from the reception after church for
Peter Barrett. I'm told that there will be a reception and lunch
after church on the last Sunday of March. Mmmm more crumbs
for me!  Happy Easter everyone & especially my Church Mouse pal.
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As the traditional Easter story is rehearsed again this month, you may
notice that there is one name that frequently occurs. It is that of the
‘other’ Mary – not the mother of Jesus, but Mary of Magdalene, who
stood by her at the cross and became the first person actually to meet
the risen Christ.
That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been
delivered by Jesus from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for
some dark and horrible affliction of body, mind or spirit. As a result, her
devotion to Him was total and her grief at His death overwhelming.
In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’ a harlot
who was rescued and forgiven by Jesus but there is no evidence to
prove she was a ‘fallen woman’ but the contrast is sublime, Mary the
virgin mother, the symbol of purity. Mary Magdalene, the scarlet woman
who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of redemption. Surely, we all
fall somewhere between those two extremes.
The dark cloud from which she was delivered may have been sexual,
we are not told. What we do know is that the two Marys stood together
at the cross, the Blessed Virgin and the woman rescued from who
knows what darkness and despair.
The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was mo-
mentous. She had gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus and
found it empty. An angelic figure told them that Jesus was not there, He
had risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary stayed, reluctant to
leave it like that. She became aware of a man nearby, whom she took
to be the gardener. She explained to him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had
been taken away and she didn’t know where to find Him.
The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it was
Jesus. She made to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because
His resurrection was not yet complete. She was, however, to go to the
disciples and tell them she had met Him. She did – but they wouldn’t
believe her.
Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very
beating heart of the Christian gospel.
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The Rectory
St James the Least
On how maintaining the churchyard can lead to turf
wars

My dear Nephew Darren
Consider yourself fortunate that your churchyard consists of
no more than a small, paved area, and that keeping it tidy requires ten minutes of
picking up discarded takeaway boxes on Sunday morning. Our four acres of grass
and randomly placed gravestones absorbs a large portion of the time and energy
of half the parish.

By getting different people to adopt sections of the churchyard, the hope was that
an element of competition would be introduced; Major Rutherford would never let
Admiral Crompton’s section look tidier than his and the local farmers would want to
show the amateurs that they knew far more about land maintenance.

Sadly, human nature has got in the way – as it invariably does. Miss Timmins has
declared her section a nature reserve, so that the cuddly field mice and darling
hedgehogs have somewhere to live in. This now means that crossing from her
patch to the next feels like crossing from Kew Gardens to the Amazon Rainforest.
Two feet high grass and a profusion of dandelions give way to manicured lawn
with any weed daring to pop its head above the parapet being beheaded in sec-
onds. Miss T is toying with erecting a fence round her plot, to keep her dear furry
friends safe and Sir Horace is threatening to have it electrified, to make sure they
do not defile his grass billiard table.

Mr Tremble, a retired health and safety officer, whose well-meaning advice on
avoiding accidents is such a burden, is applying to have all the gravestones on his
patch levelled, so that no one could be killed by having a fall on them. The fact that
this has never happened in 600 years, seems an irrelevance to him. On the other
hand, his neighbour spends summer evenings painting his stones with sour milk,
in order to encourage lichen. Mr Tremble’s warning that some lichens can be quite
poisonous have so far fallen on deaf ears.

A local farmer, who maintains the boundary walls, generously planted cherry trees
all around the perimeter; not only for their looks in Spring, but so that the birds
would have somewhere to roost. Sadly, Lady Lipton, while resting from maintain-
ing her plot, tends to stupefy them when she smokes her briar pipe.



35

The only area which no one dares criticise surrounds the mausoleum of the
Luscombes, maintained by the gardening staff of the present Lord. It contains such a
collection of rogues and miscreants that parishioners fear their anger at being dis-
turbed may even cross the divide of death.

I hesitate to admit it, but the thought of concrete with a few pizza boxes scattered
round does at times hold a certain attraction.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Parish Announcements

is planned for Wedneday 6th April at 7.30pm
in the Parochial Hall

Counters for March
3rd April  Colin de Fleury

10th April Brian Moore

17th April Trevor Peoples

24th April Bert Thompson

1st May Sandra Thompson

Four worms in church - contributed by Mabel Allen
A minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his
Sunday service.

Four worms were placed into four separate jars

The first worm was put into a jar of alcohol
The second worm was put into a jar of cigarette smoke
The third worm was put into a jar of chocolate syrup
The fourth worm was put into a jar of good clean soil.

At the conclusion of the sermon, the minister reported the following re-
sults:
The first worm in the alcohol – Dead
The second worm in cigarette smoke – Dead
The third worm in chocolate syrup – Dead
The fourth worm in good clean soil – Alive

The minister then asked the congregation what did you learn from this
demonstration?

Maxine was sitting at the back of church and quickly raised her hand and
answered, “As long as you drink, smoke and eat chocolate you won’t have
worms!”
That pretty much ended the service!
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There’s Power in Prayer
During World War II, an adviser to Prime Minister Winston Churchill or-
ganized a group of people to stop whatever they were doing at a certain
time each night to work in the community for the peace, safety and securi-
ty of the (resident) people in England to pray.
They did this every day and it was as if the city stood still, such was the
power of prayer.
The result was so overwhelming that the bombing was stopped after a
short time!
Now we are organizing again, a group of people of different nationalities, to
spend a minute praying for the security of countries across the world: and
for an end to the war in Ukraine, Yemen and Afghanistan and for God to
guide the peacemakers and government leaders to unite in establishing
peace where there is currently war.
Here are the prayer times for countries already taking part:
U.K 3 p.m                       Canary Islands 3:00 p.m            Colombia 7:00 p.m
Germany 4 p.m             Costa Rica 8 p.m.                          Austria 4 p.m
Spain 4:00 p.m.             Portugal 3:00 p.m                        Ecuador 7:00 p.m
Guatemala 8:00 p.m    Mexico 8 p.m                                 El Salvador 8:00 p.m
Panama 7 p.m.              Honduras 6 p.m.                           Venezuela 6 p.m
Uruguay 5 p.m.             Paraguay 5 p.m.                            Brazil 6 p.m
Argentina 5 p.m.          Chile 5 p.m.                                     Italy 4 p.m

Please support this initiative. Let’s pause for a minute each day at the ap-
pointed time to pray for world peace, for an end to conflict and for the res-
toration of tranquility to all peoples on the earth, and for families to look to
God for their safety and see their salvation.
If we understood the tremendous power of prayer, we would be amazed.

If you can forward this request to your contacts, we can work a miracle
with our prayer.
Set the alarm on your phone every day at the time set for your country and
pray for one minute for peace

Many thanks to Evelyn Powers for sharing this prayer idea.
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Fellowship Activities for All
APRIL

Monday 25th April at 7.30pm
 We meet in the Parochial Hall at St Patrick’s to follow the story of

the early church from Acts.

Book Club
Wednesday 27th April at 7.30pm

Reading “Away with the Penguins” by Hazel Prior

NEW-
Thursday 7th April at 11am in the Boucher Room

Tuesdays @ 10.30am - Parochial Hall

Tuesdays from 7pm - Parochial Hall

New people are welcome to join any of the activities.
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Dear Reader

Happy Easter
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH

72 Riverforde T: 028 9337 3300    E: mark205@btinternet.com

Facebook:         St Patrick's & St Johns Whitehead & Islandmagee
Twitter:            @Whitehead_CoI
Email:            churchofirelandwhitehead@gmail.com
Website:

CHURCHWARDENS
 St. Patrick’s   St. John’s

Rector’s:  Jo Pawson                          Pauline Riddle
People’s:  Jeni McAughey         William Rafferty

GLEBEWARDENS
  St. Patrick’s- Trevor Peoples       St. John’s -  Jim Reid

      Inez Moore   -          Hon Secretary     7 Donegall Drive   9337 8927
Sandra Thompson -   Hon Treasurer      07912478331

     Ann Mulholland;      Bill Pollock;                 Alison Higginson;
     Valerie  Kincaid;                  Maureen Reid;  George McNeill;
     Priscilla Carlisle;       Mabel Allen;                 Bertnel Thompson;
     Andy Niblock                       Austin Jenkins -Graveyard Manager St John’s

Sunday School Leaders
              St Patrick’s:   Frances Taylor                        St John’s:  Sara Henderson

Youth Fellowship Leader
                                    Stephen Martin - stepheneddu@gmail.com

Safeguarding Trust  Evelyn Powers 9337 2535    Valerie Kincaid 9335 3748

Flowers: St Patrick’s:Judith de Fleury  07855736510
                          St .John’s:   Ann Thompson   9338 2295

 FWO  & Gift Aid Sec: Sandra Thompson 07912478331

        Distributors: C of I Gazette: David Robinson 9338248
                               Church Matters Magazine : Valerie Kincaid 9335 3748


