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June Services & Readings
Worship and services - service at 10:30 from St Patrick’s will be
broadcast on the Parish Facebook page. You can listen to the service on
your telephone, as a recording, by ringing 028 93270012 after 2:00 p.m.
on the Sunday.

Readers - please read the first reading from the “Sunday Readings” lists

Wednesday in St Patrick’s
11:30 a.m.    The Litany/Matins/Prayers

Sunday 5th June - Day of Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
The services on this day will include special prayers of thanksgiving

for the life and reign of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
at the time of her Platinum Jubilee

8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion Two
12 noon    Holy Communion Two
Sunday Readings - Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17
Reader for first Lesson -  Bill Pollock / Jim Reid
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Ecclesiastes 7 - 11; Psalms 24 - 31; Galatians 1 - 5

Sunday 12th June - Trinity Sunday
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer
10:30 a.m. Messy Church in the Parochial Hall  - booking is encouraged
for this service.  This can be done by texting the details of the family
name and the numbers of adults and children who will be attending
Messy Church to 07719619286.  Booking helps with preparation and
catering
12 noon   Morning Prayer
Sunday Readings Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; John 16:12-15
Readers for first Lesson -  Corrine Logan / Maureen Reid
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Numbers 6, 9, 11 - 14; Psalms 127-38;

Romans 1:1 - 3:20
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Sunday 19h June - Trinity 1
 8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer Two
12 noon    Morning Prayer Two
Sunday Readings - 1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15; Psalm 42; Luke 8:26-39
Readers for first Lesson - Jane Robinson / Ann Thompson
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Numbers 16 - 21;  Psalms 40-53;

Romans 3:21 - 6:11

Sunday 26th June - Trinity 2
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Story Teller Service
10:50 a.m.   Morning Prayer Two (no Sermon)
12 noon   Morning Prayer
Sunday Readings - 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20;

Luke 9:51-62
Readers for first Lesson -  Judith de Fleury / Bill Rafferty
 7:00 p.m.    Evening Prayer/Compline
Weekday Readings: Numbers 22 - 24; Psalm 57-73;

Romans 6:12 - 8:25

During July the main morning service will be in St Patrick’s at
11:00 a.m.  There will be no service in St John’s during July.
There will be no evening service during July.
Sunday 3rd July - Trinity 3
  8:30 a.m.   Holy Communion One
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion Two
Sunday Readings - Galatians 6:7-16; Luke 10:1-11; 16-20
Readers for first Lesson - Colin de Fleury
Weekday Readings: Numbers 26 - 35, Deuteronomy 1 & 3;

Psalms 74 - 89; Romans 8:26 - 10-13

During August the main morning service will be in St John’s at
11:00 a.m.
There will be an 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion service in St Patrick’s
and there will be a 7:00 p.m. Service of Compline in St Patrick’s.
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A  message from our Rector
Platinum Anniversary - 70 years.  This June

we will celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.

It is a long time, 70 years.  A long time in life
to have and to hold one job, to do one thing.  The
world around us has changed greatly in the last 70
years.  Even how most people do their jobs has
changed drastically in this time.  And yet the Queen
is still the Queen, doing the same job for all this time.
There is a constancy in this, a continuity.  At no point in the last 70 years
has there been anyone else than Queen Elizabeth II on the throne.

Why is this important?  Well, in and of itself, it is not that
important; until your consider that there is room for an allegory about
God’s love being constant.  Not just for 70 years but for ever.  From the
beginning of the Bible we start to learn about God’s love and care for us.
And it is repeated over and over through out both the Old and New
Testaments.  It is the single most constant message in the Bible - how God
loves us.

This year, on the same weekend that we celebrate the Platinum
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, we will be celebrating again the Feast of
Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit.  The relevance of this is that
God sent the Holy Spirit to us out of love for us.  We read in the Gospel
according to St John 14:15-17 “If you love me, keep my commands.  And
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you
and be with you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives
with you and will be in you.”  God showed that love with us in the
sending of the Holy Spirit to be our comforter and guide.  As it says in
1 John 3:23-24 “And this is his command: to believe in the name of his
Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.  The one
who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how
we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.”

In all the changes of life the constancy of God’s love for us should
be a defining feature.  No matter what else may happen to us God’s love
will always be there, never changing, always the same.  It may be why it
is so easy to forget how much God loves us - because it never changes.
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This year, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at the Feast
of Pentecost and God’s constant love for us, let us also remember Her
Majesty the Queen and her constancy in the service she offers to the
people of this country.  In the coming days there will be much said and
shown about her live and reign.  Some will go back to her earliest
broadcasts and her mention of a life of service to others.  There will be
mention, I am sure, of the oath and promise that she made as part of her
coronation - an oath and promise of service.

This is some thing that we can all learn from our Queen.  Not just
the dedication and service of 70 years.  What we can learn is the vital
importance of keeping the promises and oaths we have publicly made.
At some time or another we have all made promises and oaths to God in
public.  At our confirmation, if we were brought up within the Anglican
Church, or if we have been married or brought children for baptism as a
parent or Godparent.  For me it also includes the time when I was made
Deacon, ordained Priest, was instituted as Rector, was installed as a
Canon and Rural Dean.  And there may well be other points in your life
when you have made promises to God, publicly or in private.  These
promises and oaths are important, things that we need to honour and keep.
It is important not because of what others may think of us, but because of
what God will know about us.  We expect God to keep his promise to us
of the forgiveness of our sins and the gift of eternal life to all who will
believe in him.  If this is the case,  then it is only reasonable that we
should also keep the promises that we make to God, not just the public
promises.  We are all aware of the times in life when we have felt great
need and have made a bargain,  promising God greater church attendance,
Bible reading, prayer time, a better lifestyle, practice of our faith or
whatever in return for God’s help/rescue at a particular moment.  These
promises need to be kept as well, because it was us who made the bargain
with God not God who made the bargain with us.

In the coming days and weeks there will be much made of the life
and service of our Queen.  It is important that we also make time to
examine our own lives and consider what would be said about our lives,
our service to God and others, if our life was as closely examined as that
of the Queen.  Then we can give thanks that our life is not so closely
examined, and then remember that God knows everything about our
lives, all our successes and failures, all our promises - and despite all that
God knows about us he still loves us.  Every blessing to you all.  Mark.
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"You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you
will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and
to the ends of the earth" Acts 1:8
We all get tired and battle weary sometimes. The disciples of Jesus had
just been through a three-year long roller coaster adventure with Jesus
that had culminated in His death, resurrection and ascension into heaven.
The range of emotions would have been hugely taxing in the days leading
up to Pentecost, as they remembered Jesus weeping in the garden of
Gethsemane, betrayed by Judas, brutally beaten and crucified, and then
dead and buried. Then there had been the shock and awe of finding out
that He was alive again! But then He had left them again, to return to His
Father. By the time the day of Pentecost arrived, the disciples would
indeed have welcomed some fresh spiritual fire!
For us today, many of
us have felt emotion-
ally drained with the
uncertainties caused
by Covid 19, the wor-
ry of prices rising at
an alarming rate, and
now the pain and un-
certainty of what will
happen in the war in
Ukraine.
So, what better day to
pray for fresh spiritual
fire for each of us? As
we celebrate the out-
pouring of the Holy
Spirit and birth of the
Church, let us thank God that He will never leave us or forsake us.
Don’t forget to wear something red as we celebrate the Day of Pente-

cost in Church!
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Light the fire of faith within me Lord
We light a candle,
and enjoy the flickering light,
the fragrance and warmth it creates.
But without the spark that ignites,
there will be no flame.
Without the wax,
the source of power,
the wick will not burn.
Without the flame, there will be no fragrance,
no warmth, no light.
And so with us, Lord.
You are the catalyst that ignites us,
and the fuel that sustains us.
You fill us with your fragrance
as you enter our lives.

You empower us
to carry your flame in our hearts,
to be the fragrance, warmth,
and light of your love,
in this dark world.

A Question About Pentecost
Lord, you challenge us with Pentecost.

Do we believe that this was a once in eternity experience, never to be
repeated?
That the Holy Spirit was poured out on your followers for a single
purpose, and ended His work at that instant?

Lord, as we meet together, and celebrate once again the memory of
that first Pentecost,
may it be for us as it was then a moment of empowerment,
an awareness of your Glory in this dark world,
a life changing experience.
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Not a Ghost but a Gift - Sun 5thJune
By Canon David Winter

We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago children
marched to church in white on that day. No processions nowadays, and
we’ve even changed its name. It’s now ‘Pentecost’, which is more accu-
rate but needs explaining.

Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated 50
days after Easter. The year Jesus was crucified (which took place at the
Passover), the remnant of His followers, just 120 of them, were togeth-
er in an upper room in Jerusalem. They were afraid to show their faces
in case the authorities arrested them. But on the day of Passover, they
had an amazing collective experience.

(See the Bible- Book Of Acts - Chapter 2  which tells the amazing story)

They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of spiritual
energy and confidence. Afraid no longer, they burst out on to the
streets where crowds were gathering for the festival, led by Peter they
began to tell them about Jesus and His resurrection. As they did so, al-
though many of the people in the crowd were foreigners who spoke
other languages, everyone heard them in their own tongue. Peter told
them that what they were seeing was the fulfilment of an old prophecy
when God would pour out His Spirit on the human race, men and
women, young and old.

As a result of His words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3000 people
believed and were baptised in the name of Jesus. They were the nucle-
us of what in 100 years would be a Church that would turn history up-
side down. For Christians Pentecost is in effect the birthday of the
Church.

Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and elu-
sive. It wasn’t helped by the earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The spirit is not
spiritually a ‘ghost’ but a precious gift.

Don’t forget to wear something red as we celebrate
The Day of Pentecost in Church on Sunday 5th June!
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BECOMING A GRANDPARENT.
In our church we have a number of grandparents
who delight in having grandchildren to cherish and
yes ‘spoil,’ when given a chance!  One grandmother
commented only the other day… ‘when the children
come to me I can spoil them, after all it’s my home-
my rules’.
Over the next month or two we will hear from some
very proud grandparents in our community, starting
this month with Corinne  Logan, who has just wel-
comed a beautiful new granddaughter Nancy, into her growing ex-
tended family…..
“I am very fortunate to have 5 grandchildren - 2 boys and 3 girls. Their
ages range from 20 years – 8 weeks. It’s always exciting and a relief when
they arrive safe and well. The three eldest live in Downshire but the other
two are in England. I am therefore always planning a trip to visit them. I
provide unconditional love and support and believe in telling them how
much I love them.
 I do enjoy talking to them, and they laugh at me because I always told
them from being very small, that they would always be cuddled no matter
how old they get. I ignore the fact that they are teenagers and much taller
than me. It has never felt awkward.
Being a granny reminds me of my own grandmother’s and my relation-
ship with them. This has coloured how I behave with my grandchildren.
My paternal grandmother was never warm and the only cuddle I ever
received from her was on the day I was leaving home for college.
 I think I am a kind Granny and provide chocolate and treats and I don’t
have a favourite. Its important for me to be fair and equal as far as is
possible.
I am looking forward to them all meeting the new baby - Nancy for the
first time. There will definitely be lots of photos. It’s always curious to
see the family likenesses, and the family trait of dark brown eyes is a
dominant gene. Its apparently from a distant relative who was French /
Swiss.
Here are some photos of my lovely Grandchildren Jack, Adam, Leah,
Emilia and Nancy. I am very lucky indeed.” By Corinne Logan
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 Photos of Corinne’s Grandchildren
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     Hi everyone
Amazing to think our friends from
St Patrick’s Church, Washington

DC have finally arrived here in White-
head after two months of walking.
Well done all of you…. But more amaz-
ing is the arrival of - guess who? -

You guessed it- yes it’s Palisades all
the way from Washington DC !!   I can’t believe he’s here, but he is
and what great pals we have become.

I’ve told Palisades that he’s arrived at a time of great celebration -
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. To get us in the mood I have been
teaching him to sing the National Anthem and say ‘Jolly Good Show,
Chaps!’

We have also had fun trying on a crown and purple robe we found in
the store. Now we’re all ready for the street parties and getting
our  whiskers sticky from all the delicious crumbs that we know will
land on the floor. What a feast!

Of course, we will be sparing a special thought for the Queen.
Amazing to think of 70 years of dedication to our country and the
Commonwealth. Maybe we can all learn a lesson from her on the
meaning of duty and service. Her Christian faith really does shine
through.

We wish you all a Happy Time celebrating but please don’t look too
closely for us!

Church Mouse X

A RIDDLE- Can you work out the answer?

Can you name three consecutive days without including Wednesday, Friday or
Sunday?

Answer on page 31.
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Letter from America
An update from St Patrick’s Episcopal Church,
Washington DC
Hello Everyone,

St. Patrick’s DC is excited to arrive in
Whitehead! We have had a rather unseasonably cool and wet spring, but it didn’t hold
us back. Our only disappointment is that we are not actually with you in person.
Several parishioners have mentioned to me that they’d like to visit in person. Perhaps
that is yet to come!

We were shocked and deeply saddened to hear of the devastating tragedy
you’ve suffered with the death of Alyson Nelson. While little can be said to help you
through your grief, please know that we have been keeping you, and her family, in our
prayers.

It has been a busy time in DC as we approach the end of our program year,
the retirement of the Head of our Day School after 28 years, intense planning for the
transition to the new Head, and beginning our work to determine call our next rector.
We are focused on figuring out who we are as a parish, where we are headed, and the
qualities and skills required of the next rector to help us get there.

As is often the case, we had a well-laid plan for doing this work and then God
revealed a different path. We have been blessed this past year with a seminarian, Dr.
Laura Natta, who is a clinical psychologist. She asked several probing questions and
provided great feedback about our ability as a parish to plan and move to action
quickly, which sometimes caused us to leave God out of the picture. We have been
nudged to slow down, pray, and listen well for guidance, all while building our
connections with each other.

So, we have taken a step back and are doing our best to develop a new
practice, while being mindful of catching ourselves as we fall into familiar patterns.
The Vestry has had fruitful discussions and are involving the parish through surveys
and Town Hall meetings. This work will provide the basis for developing our parish
profile and completing the steps we will take with our diocese and its Office of
Transition Ministry.

Once we have completed this work, we will be ready to post the position and
accept applications for the 9th Rector of St. Patrick’s. Please keep us in your prayers,
particularly that we might hear God’s will in our journey, and please pray for our next
rector, wherever that person may currently reside.

It has been a joy to connect with you, and I am so grateful to Jo Pawson for
doing the research to find us and reach out. We don’t have a roadmap from here, but
I am sure that our connection will continue… By Jo Anne Nelson,

Senior Warden
Editor: Please keep our friends in Washington DC in your prayers
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Free Prayer cards for
comfort and hope

More than a million free prayer cards are being delivered to
cathedrals and churches of all denominations to help people find
comfort and hope.

The cards, which will be available for visitors in cathedrals and
churches, are designed to help people discover prayer - whether
to express grief, loneliness, fear or worry, or simply to say thank
you. They are among resources produced by the Explore Project,
an initiative shaped by people’s experience of the pandemic.

A selection of these free prayer cards are now
available at both our churches for you to take away

and keep.
If you know of other church groups who might like

a free supply contact our Rector or Jo Pawson
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A new daytime group  has been set up to appeal especially to anyone interested
in meeting to share Christian fellowship in an informal and relaxed way during the
day instead of evening time. Our next meeting is Wednesday 8th  June 2022 at
11am in the Boucher Room, at St Patrick’s Parochial Hall, Edward Road, White-
head. (Duration 1 hr.)  Our theme  this month will be ‘Angels’.

At the fellowship there will be time to chat and catch up on what’s happening in
the world from a faith perspective, to share and learn from each other and also
have a few laughs.  Other elements  included will be a Bible reading, some prayer
and  refreshments . The group is also the perfect place to discover  new friends.

No previous church attendance required or special knowledge of the Bible or
Church.
Absolutely anyone and everyone is welcome to attend.
Group leader Jo Pawson  M:07790 241263
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The Meaning of Colours Used in
Our Church  (Part 2)

Last month we looked at the changing of colours in the church’s vestments and
altar cloths during March, April and May this year. This month of June sees
them changing again, but this time for around 20 weeks.

We start the month still in the season of Easter; strictly speaking, in the time
after the Ascension. The first Sunday in June is the feast of Pentecost. This was
and remains a Jewish Festival. At the time of Jesus, it was a joyful celebration
of the first fruits of the Harvest, which was why all the apostles were gathered
together in Jerusalem, as was expected of all Jewish men.

As they gathered following Jesus’ Ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon them.
This is what Christians celebrate at Pentecost, and therefore the colour is red.
The following day the colour changes to green, and remains green until the 30th
of October, the Feast of All Saints’ which will be white.

This gives us approximately 20 weeks of ‘green’ with the occasional day in be-
tween of white or red to celebrate an apostle, saint or a specific feast day.

So the question is ‘Why?’ Why so long?

This time is often referred to as ‘Ordinary’ time. So what is ‘ordinary’ about it? I
don’t know about your life but mine tends to go along fairly steady with just the
odd up or down time. Most of my days are ‘ordinary’.

In church lectionary terms this period of ‘X Sunday after Pentecost’ follows one
main gospel’s teachings and miracles of Jesus. It’s almost like He gathers us
together for a summer school and takes us up a mountainside and teaches us
there. It’s a time for leaning and growth.
This month-Like the green grass feeds the animals, this month spend some
time just looking at a patch of grass or the leaves on trees from a distance.

See the different shades and hues and when you next hear the gospel reading
imagine sitting under those trees on that grass with Jesus Himself.

By The Revd Dr Jo White
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
In praise of an outstanding monarch

Our Queen offers us a remarkable example of faithful service and dedica-
tion to serving her people. Up until recently she attended church every
week and still did a full week’s work at the age of 96!
It is her commitment to serving God and the nation which stands out in
her life. Even before she became Queen, she made a promise, which she
has kept for over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole life,
whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service’ (21st

birthday broadcast, 21 April 1947).
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? In
2002 she said this: “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me
through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know
that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the
long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust
in God.” These are wise words from somebody who draws her strength
from the Christian Faith and can inspire all of us who want to make our
lives count!
The Queen has been an exam-
ple of joyful, wise, and gener-
ous service on behalf of others
all her life. Six months before
her coronation she asked the
nation and Commonwealth to
“pray that God may give me
wisdom and strength to carry
out the solemn promises I shall
be making, and that I may
faithfully serve Him and you,
all the days of my life.” Paul
urges us to pray for all in au-
thority, “that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:2).
By Canon Paul Hardingham

Photo of Her Majesty credit: Jacob King/PA Wire/PA Images.
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Poetry Corner - A (Royal) Dog’s Life
By Nigel Beeton

We dogs, who live with royal folk
Who feel Her Maj’s royal stroke;

We like to hear important talk
Of dinner time, and our next walk.

But lately there’s been so much rushing
People bowing, people fussing.

Trumpets blare and soldiers shout
What is all the noise about?

No-one thinks of corgis’ needs
Like, where’s our bone, and where’s our leads?

We’re not allowed a doggy romp
‘Midst all the pageantry and pomp!

Adding to our canine woes
They all wear their finest clothes,

So we’re all stuck behind closed doors
Lest we might smudge them with our paws.

But things will come to settle down.
It’s life, when Mistress wears a crown;

Yes, it will pass, you all will see
This business of the Jubilee.

So, we shall wag our doggy tails!
Be happy, like the Prince of Wales!

We think the Boss has done just fine
Being Queen for all this time!
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‘Little Silver’
The Revd Richard Higginbottom looks at the

 meaning of ‘platinum’
If you have ever had chemotherapy, or a heart pacemaker in-
stalled, you will be particularly grateful for the properties of plati-
num.
Platinum compounds disrupt the multiplication of cancerous cells,
and the properties of platinum itself (its resistance to corrosion and
tarnishing) make it particularly suitable for electrical contacts in
pacemakers.
But platinum has other properties which make it a topical subject.
The word ‘Platinum’ comes from the Spanish for ‘little silver’ (‘plata’
meaning silver, as in the River Plate in Argentina.) Platinum is very
rare. It is much rarer than gold. It is therefore very precious and
has generally been more expensive than gold.
Platinum is used to make the International Standard Weights and
Measures. The International Standard Kilogram is made from
platinum alloys which can be relied upon not to vary over time.
Platinum is a very dense metal. It is denser than pure gold. It
carries a great deal of ‘gravitas.’ Platinum is what scientists call a
‘Noble Metal’ – because it can withstand almost any chemical
attack. It is the least reactive of all metals.
All these characteristics apply well to our much-loved Queen. She
is ‘petite and silver’, she has ‘gravitas’, and she has remained
untarnished over a very long period of time, despite having been
in constant contact with all manner of people.
The Queen is a very rare person indeed, and very precious to our
nation, setting the highest reliable standards of public service and
carrying with her immense and unquestionable nobility.
The Queen’s Imperial State Crown is made of gold, silver and,
appropriately enough, platinum, and decorated with many pre-
cious stones. As the first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum
Jubilee, she wears it well.
We thank God for her, and for her qualities that have made her so
special. God Save our Noble Queen!
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The story of the Royal Oak Tree
by Leslie Spearman of St Patrick’s Church

In June 1976 I was appointed Principal of Waringstown Primary School.
As I didn’t take up duty until 1st September I decided to have a chat with
Mr Wilfred Cooper, the retiring Principal.
Mr Cooper introduced me to staff and pupils and then took me for a stroll
in the school grounds. During our walk Mr Cooper pointed out a tree
which he told me was always referred to as the Royal Oak. He explained
that one of the first things the Queen did on ascending the Throne was to
send every Primary School in the country an acorn from Windsor Great
Park. He had planted the acorn and the tree was now 24 years old.
During the years 1978-84 quite a few new houses were built in Warings-
town and the school enrolment greatly increased. By 1988 it was decided
that the school building was now too small, and a new building was
needed.
I had meetings with the architect and was informed that the new school
would be on the same site as the present school. This meant that tempo-
rary classrooms would have to be used while the new school was being
built.
The architect showed me the plans. He pointed out that there would need
to be a road at the side leading to the car park. He said that unfortunately
there was a tree which would have to be removed. I could see that the tree
to which he referred was the Royal Oak!  He saw that I was very
disappointed but said he could have the tree moved to another position.
By this time the Royal Oak was 36 years old, and I felt it would be
difficult to move it. However, the architect felt it could be done.
One evening several months later my wife and I took a walk round the
site and we noticed that the Royal Oak was dying in its new position. My
wife suggested that I should get the children to write to the Queen and
explain what had happened to the tree. This was done and in a short time
we got a letter from the Queen’s Private Secretary saying that her Majesty
was sorry to hear the sad news and she had ordered the Head Gardener at
Windsor Great Park to send a replacement sapling.
Some days later when I was planning the Official Opening for the new
school building for 12th June 199, I received a phone call telling me that
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the Duchess of York would be in Northern Ireland on 12th June and
thatshe would be available to open the new school. For security reasons
I was told that this was top secret, and I was not to disclose this to anyone,
even my staff at the school.
I was delighted with the news as I knew that Waringstown had never
received a Royal Visit. It did make it rather difficult however to go ahead,
as everybody expected The Lord Lieutenant (the Queen’s representative
for the County) to perform the opening ceremony.
On 12th June when the news
broke that the Duchess of
York was in the Province,
people felt that perhaps she
might come to Waringstown
and crowds began to head
towards the school.
Just after 2.00pm the red
helicopter appeared over-
head, and everybody got
very excited. It landed on
the all-weather sports pitch
and out stepped our Royal
Visitor!
The Duchess carried out all her duties excellently - she was especially
good with the children.
It definitely was an unforgettable day especially as she planted the new
oak sapling. This however is not the end of the story!!
On the morning following the Official Opening I arrived in school at
8.30am. I was horrified to discover that rabbits had been eating at the new
sapling during the night.
I decided I needed to act immediately and there was only one teacher
present at that time. I set to and dug out the damaged sapling, put it into
the boot of my car and drove to the local Garden Centre. Thankfully they
had an Oak Sapling which I bought and then I drove back to school to
plant it in place of the damaged sapling.I told the teacher who had
witnessed what had happened not to tell anyone and it has remained a
secret until now!
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A Prayer for Our Queen
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THE FAITH OF QUEEN ELIZABETH by Dudley Delffs
BOOK REVIEW

A faith-filled biography that tells the spiritual story of Queen Elizabeth

Discover the inspiring spiritual legacy of Queen
Elizabeth II, the longest-reigning monarch in British
history. Sharing a behind-the-scenes glimpse into
the life of this notoriously private monarch, The
Faith of Queen Elizabeth features intimate stories
and inspiring reflections on the personal faith be-
hind the Crown. With testimonies from historic
figures such as Winston Churchill, Billy Graham,
Mother Teresa, and Margaret Thatcher, this magnif-
icent tribute explores the faith of the world's most
famous Queen - and the King she serves.

Icon, matriarch, reformer, and the longest
reigning monarch in British history - Queen
Elizabeth II intrigues millions around the world
with her royal heritage, inspirational character,
and profound faith, especially as depicted in
award-winning films such as The Queen and
the wildly popular Netflix series The Crown.
With a reign that bridges the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries, Queen Elizabeth has be-
come the definition of stability, faithfulness, and
dignity. Fearlessly, she led her country into the modern age with a balance of
historical tradition and entrepreneurial initiative, public service and private devo-
tion.
Nearing seven decades on the throne, the Queen has faced many personal and
public storms - an early and surprising ascension to the throne, the dissolution
of the British Empire, political upheavals, international crises, national tragedies,
family deaths, and the tabloid travails of her children and grandchildren. But
throughout all her trials and triumphs, Her Majesty credits her personal faith in
Jesus Christ as the steadying anchor to her life and reign. In this spiritual
biography, Dudley Delffs unpacks the secret behind Her Majesty's personal
devotion and public service, giving you a fuller, richer picture of the woman
who’s led a nation with unwavering faith and resolve.
Includes 4 pages of full-colour photographs celebrating the life of Her Majesty.
224 pages paperback. Also available in Hardback
The Faith Of Queen Elizabeth by Dudley Delffs was published by Zonder-
van in December 2019.  Price from £9.79 New
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VICTORIA SPONGE RECIPE
The Victoria sponge may have earned its name from Queen Victoria, who
is said to have regularly eaten a slice of cake with her tea in the afternoon -
but it still has plenty of royal fans
today. This teatime treat is still en-
joyed by Queen Elizabeth II

INGREDIENTS
 4 FREE RANGE EGGS.
8OZ CASTER SUGAR.
8OZ SELF RAISING FLOUR
2TSP BAKING POWDER
8OZ BUTTER AT ROOM TEM-
PERATURE, PLUS A LITTLE
EXTRA TO GREASE THE TINS

TO SERVE: STRAWBERRY/
RASPBERRY JAM /WHIPPED
CREAM/ FRESH STRAWBERRIES FOR TOP

METHOD.
PREHEAT THE OVEN TO 180C/160CFAN / GAS 4.
GREASE AND LINE TWO 20CM/8 INCH SANDWICH TINS. USE
A PIECE OF GREASEPROOF PAPER TO RUB A LITTLE BUTTER
AROUND THE INSIDE OF THE TINS UNTIL THE SIDES AND
BASE ARE LIGHTLY COATED , THEN LINE THE BOTTOM WITH
A CIRCLE OF GREASEPROOF PAPER.

BREAK THE EGGS INTO A LARGE MIXING BOWL, THEN ADD
THE SUGAR, FLOUR , BAKING POWDER AND BUTTER. MIX TO-
GETHER UNTIL WELL COMBINED WITH AN ELECTRIC HAND
MIXER. BE CAREFUL NOT TO OVER MIX.

DIVIDE THE MIXTURE EVENLY BETWEEN THE TINS.
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BAKE THE CAKES ON THE MIDDLE SHELF OF THE OVEN FOR
25 MINUTES. CHECK THEM AFTER 20 MINUTES. CAKES ARE
DONE WHEN THEY ARE GOLDEN BROWN AND COMING AWAY
FROM THE EDGE OF THE TINS. PRESS THEM GENTLY TO
CHECK – THEY SHOULD BE SPRINGY TO THE TOUCH. SET
ASIDE FOR 5 MINUTES. RUN A PALETTE KNIFE ROUND THE
EDGES AND PLACE ONTO A COOLING RACK.

TO ASSEMBLE THE CAKE PLACE ONE CAKE UPSIDE DOWN ON-
TO A PLATE AND SPREAD WITH PLENTY OF JAM. SPREAD
WITH CREAM IF REQUIRED. TOP WITH THE SECOND CAKE
TOP SIDE UP. I THEN SPRINKLE TOP OF CAKE WITH ICING
SUGAR AND ADD FRESH STRAWBERRIES FOR A ROYAL LOOK!.

Kindly contributed by Corinne Logan

Riddle Answers from page 14

Yesterday, today, tomorrow. Or Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day.
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The Rectory
St James the Least
Beware all donations!

My dear Nephew Darren
This has been an unusual month: we have moved from
hysterical excitement to deep disappointment within
the space of days.
For many years, our vestry has displayed an oil painting generously
donated by the Dowager Duchess of Stansby – given to us, I suspect,
because her son, the tenth Duke, would not allow it in his house. It was
supposed to depict Daniel in the lions’ den, although I always thought it
looked more like a prospective adopter visiting a dog rescue centre. The
Dowager was less than pleased when it wasn’t made the centrepiece in
the sanctuary, but we managed to persuade her that her exceptional
work of art would be safer from theft if locked away.
Then - our cleaner happened to knock it off the wall. If it had landed in
her bucket of disinfectant and been totally destroyed, it would have
been a sadness I suspect I could have learned to bear. But something
more interesting happened. Some of the Dowager’s oil was chipped off
– to reveal a painting underneath of what looked like a cherub.
The cleaner told the churchwarden, who instructed her not to tell
anyone about the find. This inevitably meant that, within the hour, the
entire parish knew of the discovery of what had already been trans-
formed into a priceless pre-Raphaelite treasure. Our churchwarden has
yet to learn the fact that if you tell someone something in complete
confidence, they assume it means they can only tell one other person at
a time.
By evening, mutually opposed camps had already formed. Miss Timmins
wanted the treasure to be placed in a side chapel, as a shrine, preferably
with candles permanently burning beside it. She envisaged St James the
Least of All becoming a place of pilgrimage, and that this yet-to-be
revealed cherub may work miracles of healing. She was already asking
for opinions about where the car park should be built to cater for the
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thousands of tourists who would soon be flocking here. Another group
wanted to sell it as soon as possible and use the money to repair our
church tower. A third group insisted the fortune it would raise be given
to African missionaries. Meanwhile, the tenth Duke was consulting his
solicitors to see how he might get the canvas back to his castle.
We compromised by getting the thing X-rayed, to see what work of art
lay underneath. It turned out to be by a local artist who had painted an
advert for the village pharmacist to sell his own brand of gripe water.
Shrines, towers and good deeds were quietly forgotten and the last we
heard of the tenth Duke was that he was consulting a second set of
solicitors to see if he can get out of paying the first set for the work that
they had done to retrieve the painting.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace x
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Jubilee Wordsearch
This year Her Majesty The Queen became the  first British Monarch to celebrate a
Platinum Jubilee marking 70 years of service to the people of the United Kingdom, the
Realms and the Commonwealth.

Celebrations will include The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour) on 2nd

June when more than 1,400 parading soldiers, 200 horses and 400 musicians will come
together. Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall to
Horse Guard's Parade, joined by Members of the Royal Family on horseback and in
carriages. The Parade will close with the traditional RAF fly-past, watched by The
Queen and Members of the Royal Family from the Buckingham Palace balcony.

Platinum Jubilee Beacons: The United Kingdom’s long tradition of celebrating Royal
Jubilees, Weddings and Coronations with the lighting of beacons will also continue.
Over 1,500 beacons will be lit throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of
Man and UK Overseas Territories.

Majesty                    First           British       Monarch         Years
Platinum                  Seventy      Service       Realms            Palace
Commonwealth       Parade       United       Birthday          Horses
Celebrations            Kingdom    Colour       Soldiers           Balcony
Buckingham            Trooping    Beacons     Queen              Jubilee
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‘Let nothing disturb you, nothing distress you..
A prayer reflection

John 14:1-6  ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I
am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’.

In this passage of scripture, Jesus calls for belief. “Believe in God, believe also
in me.”  How do you personally experience this invitation?

As we walk our Christian lives as best we can, we are faced with so many un-
knowns; so many mysteries, challenges and uncertainties... “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?”  Can you recall a mo-
ment of asking something similar to Thomas’ question? Maybe this is where
you find yourself at the moment...?

Try reading the scripture verse again and look out for the hopeful reassuranc-
es Jesus provides us... Before you close this time of prayer, is there a particu-
lar reassurance given by Jesus that stays with you? e.g. In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling-places...
I go to prepare a place for you...
I will come again and will take you to myself...
I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me...

You might like to choose one of these to sit with in these quiet moments and to
push aside your worries and concerns knowing that Christ is sufficient for all
your needs today..    Amen.
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Parish Announcements
The next Vestry meeting is Wednesday 8th June at 7.30pm

in St John’s Church, Islandmagee

‘GAME ON’ - IS BACK by popular demand!
Weds 1st June &  15th June from 2pm- 3.30pm in the Boucher

Room
Bring your own mug for drinks and play games for the afternoon

New members always welcome so come and have a laugh

Counters for June
5th June       Colin de Fleury

12th June     Brian Moore
19th June     Trevor Peoples
26th  June    Bert Thompson

4th  July          Valerie Kincaid

Sunday Refreshments Rota

              5th June -Evelyn Powers                  19th June - Valerie Kincaid
             12th June - Messy Church                   26th June - Priscilla Carlisle
                                                  3rd July Priscilla Carlisle

All contributions in July will go to Brighter Whitehead
             Refreshments coordinator Priscilla Carlisle -Tel 07787561517
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Ukrainian church
leaders

urge us all to pray
A senior church leader in
Ukraine has told the citizens that
Russia’s war on Ukraine “did
not begin with missiles and
bombs – it began with deception,
untruth and lies.” So says the
head of Ukraine’s independent
Orthodox Church, Metropolitan
Epiphany (Dumenko).

“The Lord is now showing us
how we must resist with the testimony of truth. Evil is evil, not just an alter-
native viewpoint, and war is war, not just some conflict. Rapists, looters and
murderers are criminals, and what they are perpetuating is a genocide of the
Ukrainian people.”

The Metropolitan also said that Ukrainians knew that Russia had long had
“evil plans to restore the tyranny of a rotten, overthrown empire.”

But he said “The Lord is with us in this struggle, because we are fighting for
truth and goodness against demonic tyranny and resentment…. We believe
that our people will overcome all new challenges – that Ukraine will win its
victory.”

Meanwhile, the Primate of Ukraine’s Greek Catholic Church, Major Arch-
bishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych, (pictured) said that this Spring
and Summer may well be the last for many, including himself.

He went on: “As the war escalates, and the enemy intensifies its offensive
against Ukraine, I call on everyone to pray vigorously and tirelessly for the
Ukrainian army, because the fate of Ukraine and the world is now being de-
cided.”
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Monday  13th & 27th  June at 7.30pm

 We meet in the Boucher Room, Parochial Hall
at St Patrick’s Church.

Book Club
Wednesday 29th  June at 7.30pm

This months book is ‘Apples never fall by Liane Moriarty
(Contact Paddy Rodgers tel 028 93372439  for venue info)

  NEW- (Monthly)
Wednesday 8th June at 11am in the Boucher Room

Circus Skills Class

Tuesdays @ 10.30am - Parochial Hall

Indoor Bowling Club

Tuesdays from 7pm - Parochial Hall
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Dear Reader
I hope you have enjoyed the Royal theme as we mark

our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this month.

Looking closer to home, it is now so encouraging to
see life in our church picking up momentum, as more people
return to Sunday services and weekly activities. We have also
reverted back to using books in church, instead of the
projector to screen wording. So remember your glasses if
you use them.

I  was delighted to hear from Evelyn Powers, that the
daytime activity club-‘Game On’ will begin again after a two
year break due to Covid. Do come along and try it out
especially if you like board games and are interested in
developing new friendships. Details on page 36 .

Congratulations to our partner parish in Washing-
ton DC as they have just completed their 3,779 mile virtual
walk from their St Patrick’s Church to our St Patrick’s in
Whitehead. We are so pleased to have a friendship that
unites us even though we are thousands of miles apart.
Please pray for our new friends as they plan to find a new
Rector to lead their church.

A big thanks to everyone who supported the Chris-
tian Aid Week Appeal. We will let you know how much was
collected in next months magazine.

Many thanks also to everyone who has contributed
this month and do keep sending in content and ideas for
articles.

Calling all grandparents..please send me something
about yourself and your grandchildren to include here so we
can continue this series on being a grandparent.

Next month we will have a combined  July/August edition. .

Stay well and God Bless
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH

72 Riverforde T: 028 9337 3300    E: mark205@btinternet.com

Facebook:         St Patrick's & St Johns Whitehead & Islandmagee
Twitter:            @Whitehead_CoI
Email:            churchofirelandwhitehead@gmail.com
Website:

CHURCHWARDENS
 St. Patrick’s   St. John’s

Rector’s:  Jo Pawson                          Pauline Riddle
People’s:  Mabel Allen                       William Rafferty

GLEBEWARDENS
  St. Patrick’s- Trevor Peoples       St. John’s -  Jim Reid

      Inez Moore   -             Hon Secretary     7 Donegall Drive   9337 8927
     Sandra Thompson -   Hon Treasurer      07912478331
     Ann Mulholland;      Bill Pollock;                 Alison Higginson;
     Valerie  Kincaid;                  Maureen Reid;  George McNeill;
     Priscilla Carlisle;      Bertnel Thompson;
                             Austin Jenkins -Graveyard Manager St John’s

Sunday School Leaders
              St Patrick’s:   Frances Taylor                        St John’s:  Sara Henderson

Youth Fellowship Leader
                                    Stephen Martin - stepheneddu@gmail.com

Safeguarding Trust  Evelyn Powers 9337 2535    Valerie Kincaid 9335 3748

Flowers: St Patrick’s:Judith de Fleury  07855736510
                          St .John’s:   Ann Thompson   9338 2295

 FWO  & Gift Aid Sec: Sandra Thompson 07912478331

        Distributors: C of I Gazette: David Robinson 9338248
                               Church Matters Magazine : Valerie Kincaid 9335 3748


